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Advertiſements. 


I. PR good Reader, do not ſtumble at the odd kind of Title given 
4 i Boot: It not being Mr: Kirkwood's Contrivance, but what 
the Members of the Town.Council aſſume to themſelves, as you'll ſee Page 
10, 50, and elſewhere. = 


Places of higher Dignity, ſince this Buſineſs was in Agitation, may not 
take ill their former Deſignations are here retain'd, which the Author © 
thinks he has aone — good Ground. 1 2 


III. We are not nice in the Syllabication of Words, eſpecially proper 
Names; doing it, as they are commonly now pronoanced, Lithgo, or Lith- 


gow ; aud net Linlithgow; Carrin, and not Carridden ; Tho), and not 
Although. | 4 | . 


IV. Mr. Kirkwood foreſceing 4 Storm from that very odd Rancounter 
he had with Pardivin and others in Ja: Johnſton's, ſpoken of Page 5 and 
6, wrote down every Thing immediately, as it fell out, elſe his Memory 
could not have retain'd the Thouſand Part of what's in this Book, and his 
many other Papers, wherewith he has not thought fit to trouble the Preſs. 
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II. *Tis hambly begg'd theſe worthy Gentlemen, who are advanced to | 
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Jo Hir David Dalrymple of Hailes, 
Baronet, Her Majeſty's Advocate. 


\ S Ingratitude makes a Blot in any Man's Scutcheon, ſo much © 


more in mine, who ly under ſo many repeated Obligations 
to your Worthy and Noble Family, ſhould I let flip this pre- 

| ſent Opportunity, ſo fairly offered, of teſtifying my grateful Acknow- 
{| ledgment. The Viſcount of Stairs, your Lordſhip's Father, ia my 
&*) loweſt Condition, ſome ſew Days after I was chas'd from Lithgow, 
{| was. pleas'd to employ my Lord Cardrous to make narrow Enquiry 

tor me, then living very privately, and to deſire I ſhould. wait on 
4 the Committee of Schools and Colleges, to give my Advice in Mat - 
ters belonging to my Employ. *Twere both tedious and imperti- 
nent to relate here all I ſpoke before that Honourable Judicature: 


Yet I hope to be pardon d, if I touch ſomething more nearly relat. 


ing to that Noble Preſes. To pals all Debates about what Authors 
were to be publickly taught in Schools; when I was ask'd by his 
Lordſhip, what Grammar I thought fitteſt, I humbly beg'd Pardon, 
J could not give my Judgment in that Matter: For to have ſaid 
mine own was the fitteſt, had been very abſurd; and to recommend 
ſome other Man's, as the beſt, ſeem'd no leſs. What think you of 
Deſpauter, ſaid my Lord? A very unfit Grammar, my Lord, in the 


Caſe it is, anſwered I; but by ſome Pains it might be made an ex- ay 


ellent one. Several of the Members, particularly the Lord Croſrig, 
deſired me to be more plain in that Point. My Lord Preſes, ſaid J, 
f its Saperfluities were reſcinded, the Defects ſupply'd, the Intri- 
acies cleared, the Errors reQified, and the Method amended, it 
ight well paſs for an excellent Grammar. This Motion ſeem'd 

o pleaſe the whole Meeting. In ſhort, within two or three Days 
Fe Viſcount called)me to his Chamber, and told me it was the a 
FIPS, a 2 | re 


* 
2 


= * 2 wu ˙¹ ü: oY: I 9 o- — _ - 


* 4 1 % © 
——U — 
_— 


fire of that Judicature I ſhould ſet about the Work; for they knew 
none fitter to do it. Immediately I put hand to Pen, and not with- 
out very much Los publiſht Oeſpauter, as now reyis'd, dedicat- 
ing ig tq their;L8rdſhip$,oo vo rr r. r 
| Y % Bol your eldeſt Brother the late Earl of Stairs, not only ſent 
his Son the. preſent Earl, to my School at «Lithgow, but tabled” him 

in my 'Houſe': And when I was chlas'd to Edinburgh, he was pleaſed 
to put his Son Mr. George to me allo. 5 

I would be very faulty, if I ſhould forget to name your Brother 
Sir James, a very knowing and learn'd Gentleman, eſpecially in 
Matters of Antiquity, who at every Occaſion is pleaſed to ſhew me 
A great deal of Reſpect, and did honour me with a Vifit in my Houſe 
at Ke Ws: 4 15% TS: + 7144; VOTES 6-5 + ©- 0 ee e ne 48 75 ST ": 8 ö 

ou your Brother my Lord Preſident, I could ſay very much; 
but I ſhall hold my ſelf content with this, that, while Advocate, he 
was pleaſed frequently to appear at the Bar in my Cauſe ; and par- 
ticularly February 19. 1690, did put his Adverſary ſo hard to it, that 
he made him fly back to his o/ Holl: So that the Judge the Lord 
Philiphangh ſaid with a Smile, That's Petitio Principii. Page 40. 

Now, my Lord, might not any one of theſe be a ſufficient Motive 
for me to make this Addreſs? And what will they all be, when ad- 
ded together? A Cord that cannot be broken. But even grant they 
were all laid aſide, and no Reſpect had to any of them, ſo that 1 
were forced to run thorow the whole Univerſe, ſeeking ſome fit Perſon, 
from under whoſe Wings this little Piece might venture to ſet out 
its Head, a fitter and more proper one I could not have fall'a on, 
than'your Lordſhip. I ſhall add no more ; but reſt, 


My Lox, 


Tour Lordſhip's moſt 8 
. and moſt obedient Servant, 


| Edioburgh, 10. | 
April 1711. ' JA. KIRKWOOD. 


THE 
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E are told by Hiſtory; that Democritus and Heraclitus, ro ancient 
' Philoſophers, never ſooner ſet Foot without their Door, but i mmeili are- 
ly the one fell a laughing, the other a weeping, at the Follies of Man- 
kind; We are more inclined to laugh, than to weep : A ſmall Matter, @ very 
Triffle, yea, often nothing at all, gives occaſion to that; whereas we are not 
readily provock*d to the other, but with ſome difficulty, or in Matters mainly ox 
our own Concern, Laughing and Weeping are lbokid on, as contrary. Paſſionsy,." 
the one downright oppoſite to the other: But tis not altogether ſo in the: preſent - 
Caſe, Democritus's Laughing was much the ſame with the other's Weeping... 
He laught, that is, he was aſtoniſh'd, yea, we may ſay, grieved, to ſee rational. 
Men ſo eager in the purſuit of Triffles, and yet ＋ remiſs in Matters of great 
Value. He thought the Athen ians, among whom he lived, a pack of Fools, tho" e- 
ſteem d the wiſeſt People on Earth. They looked on him, as mad and 12 5 
and therefore ſent to him Hypocrates, a famous Phyſician, to cure his Diſtemper.. 
After ſome 1 2 *twixt theſe two, Hypocrates return'd to the Athenians, 
zelling them, Yon Man is not mad, as you alledge, but you are rather mad, 
that think lo. | 3 
Perhaps you defire to know, what it was, that Democtitus Had ſo high Eeem 
of, and blam'd the reſt of the World for ſlighting it, and ſetting their Affection 
on Things of much. leſs Value, on his account. In a Word, tmas Knowledge, 
ſuch: as that of Aſtronomy, c. which he preferred to all the Riches, * | 


= and other Earth. 


| | \ ſelves, and for your Chi 


Man, and his adverſe Party rich and wickeds 


L N 1 


Pleaſures in the World : For we read, that after his Father, 
who was ſo vaſtly rich, that be feafted Xerxes King of Perſia, and all bis nu. 
merous Army, confiſting of many hundred Thouſands z This Democritus, we ſay, 
after his Father had died, took up his Portion from his elder Brother, and tra- 
velled over the greater part of the Univerſe, ſeeking that precious Jewel of 
Knowledge. | 

Tag. ASP Weeping at the Follies of the World, was much the ſame with the 
other's Laughing , for we've little ground to think their Thoughts reached 
higher than the Concerns of this Life. His Tears differ d infinitely from theſe of 


our Bleſſed Saviour, when he wept ore Jeraſalem, (Luke 19. 41.). Thoſe had 


relation to things of this Life ; Theſe of that to come. 

If theſe Men had lived in our Days, and been Eye-witneſſes to the many ex- 
travagant and wild Pranks, the cruel and unjuſt Acts, committed in the Burgh 
of Lithgow, ſome Tears ago; certainly the one had ſplit with excęſtve Laygh- 
-4 the other would have made Furrows in his very Cheeks with Floods of 

ears, 

Matters, here given account of,are not Objefts of Laughter hut far rather of 
Grief and Sorrow, whether you confider the Perſons injured, or injuring, and 
the latter efpeciall ; for he that does an Injury, is more to be pitied, than he 
to whom ris done: Weep not for me, ſays our Saviour, bur weep for your 
— Luke 23: 28. 1 ; 

If theſe Heathens were ſo much concerned with the Welfare of Mankind, in 
— of this Life, What ought our Carriage to be, in Things of Eternal 

We ſhall not trouble you with a long Prefacc, only we humbly beg you'll be 
Pleas d to read this little Piece, without Feed or Fayour, no ways Hefe to this 
or that Side, We know, there are ſome ſo pr (tuffed with Pejudice, 
that, as _ as they hear tis come from ſuch a Hand, they'll tell you, Tis all 
Lies. They Condemn, before they ſee ; and Juſtify, what they do not know. 
We muſt conſeſs, rita mighty hard Bufineſs to be altogether free of a Byaſs ,, it 
being of a moſt ſubtile and inſinuating Nature; yea, often ſo cunning and 


| decertful,that it can make you believe that to be your Duty, which truly is not: 


Neither ſnalt thou countenance a poor Man in his Cauſe, Exod: 23: 3. Pau- 
peris non miſereberis in Judicio, ſays the old Latin Tranſlation , Thou ſhalt 
not have pity on a poor Man in the Matter of his Plea : Ter the beſt of Men 
are apteſt to fall into that Snare; eſpecially if he be alſo look'd on, as a good 


_ Theres 


L vü 1 
There's one E * ſtraight and even Path; but Millions of By-roads and 
* crooked Ways, *Tis the moſt difficult thing in + Bas 2 ly to keep this e- 
ven Path, being ſo mighty narrow; yet it ought to be our Endeavour to do 
tit. Jun ve ſeen ſome walking, yea, dancing upon a Rope, That's not ea 10 
done, nor without ſome Hazard; but this Path, we ſpeak of, is 1 
that. both as to it's Norrowneſs, " and the danger turning out of 2 (2 
71 odds betwixt them; Infinite, we ſay, in it's moſt proper 2 g 
is ſo narrow, and the Danger ſo great, that Words far us to expreſs it; yea, 
even our Thoughts to reach it. 
Ovid zells us (2: Met.) That Phebus giving Injunftions to his Son Phaeton, 
who was to guide his Father's Chariot, ove Day, round the World, bid him nei: 
ther bz, to the Right nor Left, but to bold ſtraight on, warning him of the 
great Dangers on either Side : At laſt, he ſums 2 _ theſe Words, Medio 
tutiſſimus ibis. The ſureſt and ſafe 7 2 is to 555 — Bur this 
fond, raſb and fooliſh Touth, not following — Dirathions, turn d * Lo 
that ftraight Path into By-w „ and = he had rambÞa for El. ome time 
down, not knowing what to do, and looking down to the Earth, his Eyes began 
ro — his — to tremble, "his Knees 70 ſinite one upon another z at 77 
rumbling down headlong, he falls i into Padus, a great River in Italy, where be 


This we confeſs is but a Fable, a meer Fiftion ; yet its Morality or Deſgu, 
may e neular Uſe, if we knew how — improve 8 55 

We ſhall ſs on Sun to go round the Earth, and not the Earth the Sun, as 
fore Philoſop e 


Hence the Phaeton «ndertook, is ſo vaſtly great, that *tis almoſt be- 
yond Expreſſion. 2 1 be had gone round the Superſic 1 this Earth fog : it bad 
been about 22000 Miles. 


But the Circuit or Fourney the Sun makes every ry Day i is ſo far 2 this ghar” 
we ſhall leave it to Perſons, 2 are more knowing in them Things, than we are, 
zo inform you : Only we dare venture to ſay, That the Motion * the Sun can 
be compared to nothing better, than that 7 a Muſquet or Canon. Rall; and yet 
we ſee it ſliding by us ſo lofty and ſweetly, that we fancy it always to be, as © 
mere, landing in the ſame Place, O how marvelous are the ody of the 
Almi 

mee mentioned Journey undertaken by Phaeton, was * great ; 
yet ours towards Eternity, does far exceed it. He could not finiſh that, but in 24 
Hours; we may y do ours in the AY of an _ 
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ii the 'Derth Hell, amongſt fearful Flames and Burnings. 


DL vii ] Y 
His Fall indeed was very terrible, being, as is ee om ſome Place near 
the Meridian: But ours is infinitely more dreadful, being from the third Hea- 
ven, ßom that Place to which Se. aul was caught up, where be Jaw Things 
unutterable. 2 Cor: 122 

And further, he ſell nor among + thais and hard Rocks, © where he mig 
| have daſh'd out bis Brains, and crufh'd himſelf into pieces; but into a WA 
ver, the ſafeſt and beſt place be could fall into. But, if we fall, it will be into 

| Laftly and chiefly, hefell,and periſbd: There's an end of him; he is is a if* he 
had never bern: y be has no Pleaſure, he has no Pain. But our + s quite. 
of another Nature; we not only fall into- terrible and fearful Flames, but. 
will burn there Eternally, for eber and ever; always 4 dying But never 
dead , ſtill burning, — never conſumed, Oh, what a W and dole. 
ful State will this 4 „ zo the far greateſt part of the Children of Mey 1 © 

St. Bernard, in his Meditations, ſpeaking upon - this Subjef, words it thus, 
Quid pejus eſt, quam illud ſemper velle, quod nunquam erit; et illud ſemper, 
| „ quod ſemper erit? What can bo worſe, than ftill to be ' wiſhing” 
4 which ſhall never be 3. and always to be vid of that, which all 
ever be? To this Purpoſe, it that pr aft; ace | 2 Scripture, ry many others, 
Revel: 9: 6: And in thoſe Days, nan Men ck Death, and ſhall not find i it; 
and ? deſire bo die; and Death ſhall flee from them. | 

But let us apply this general DiſcouNe. ro our preſent Caſe, which is, That 
you read this little Book, without Feed or Favour ; juſtifying what ar eee of 
to be juſtified, and condemning what ought to be condemn'd. And the - 


more to excite: you to this miſt Chriſtian and neceſſary Duty, tis your great 
Wiſdom to co 080 and ponder well this Scripture,” Proven 17: 15: He, that juſti- 
520 the 2 and he a pen the juſt, ET WY W 
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Linlithgow, Oc. 


| — OR the better underſtanding ot this Plea, 'tis not amiſs to 
give a briet Account of Things from their Beginning, 


he pleaſed then to know, that Mr, Kirkwood had the Of- 

fer of the School of Linlithgom made to him, May 1674, by 

Sir Robert Miln of Barntoun, Provoſt of the Burgh at that Time, who 

dealt very earneſtly with him to aecept the Offer, as may be ſeen 
by bis Letter, dated 14. May 1674. 


in 


5 ** E Knowledge I have of jour Fitneſs for educating Children in the | 


Latin Tongue, tegether with your Civil and Chriſtian Carriage, in- 
auceth me to be ſolicitous to have you to be our -Neighboar ; eſpecially con- 
ſidering the great Benefit My Lord Bruce has reaped by your Labours and 


| Pains, Theſe are e deſiring to know, if I may propoſe Jon to thee 
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Place tobe their Schoolmaſter : If you be not engaged to the Earl of Kin- 
cardin, I ſhalt be wery glad to do the Place ſo much Happineſs, as to be 
the Inſtrument to bring you here, for promoving the Good of the Youth - 


| with us. I durſt not adventure to ſend you 4 Call, or bs- propoſe your 


| Name in publick, till I knew your own Inclination. Tour Auſwer is ear- 


veſtij expetted by the firſt, &'c. 


But Mr. Kjrkwood being then Governour to my Lord Brace, at the. 
College of G/aſgow; and having a ſingular good Opportunity of im- 
proving himſelſ by frequent Converſe of many goed amd Warned: 
Men, and particularly with Doctor Barnet, Profeſſor off Divinity | 
there, advanced fince to the Biſhoptick of Saram in Elan, 'with 

whom Lord Brace and he were lodged, poſitively declin'd that Offer, 
as his Anſwer, had it been preſerved, would inſtruct: And no won- 
der he did ſo, being in one of the moſt hanourable and moſt profita- 
ble Services cf that kind in the Kingdom; and in fo great Favour 
with that Noble Family, that he was in a fair Way and in good 
HopevotTiſing to a Place of mote Credit and Advantage, than the 
School of Lialithgow. | 1 

About Six or Seven Months thereafter, Sir Robert, and his Nephe w 
Alexander Miln of Carridden, ſpoke once and again to him at Edin- 
burgb and Calroſs on that Head; aud at length in January 1675, theſe 
two Gentlemen, and Mr. John Burnet, then Second Miniſter in that 
Burgh, prevailed with him to accept that Charge, promiſing all En 
coutagement lay in their Power, which he doth acknowledge they 
fail'd not to pei form. | | 

Know: alſo, that he had at that Time ſeveral very conſiderable. 
Offers elſewhere; particularly a Call to be Schoolmaſter at Prefton- 
pans; and was much folicited therein by Sir William Hamilton of 
Preſton; Mr. William Colvil, Principal of the College of Edinburgh, 
and Mr. Patrick Cook Miniſter at the Place, all Patrons of that School, 
offering very great Encouragement if he would accept, as can be 
inſtructed. by Sir William's Letter, 22d December 1674, and particu- 

larly. exhorting him to prefer that Place, where he himſelf was bred 

at School with. Sir William, to.Linlithgow. . : , 
| IR, 
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I Did ſee a Letter from Mr. William Colvil, Principal, wherein he told" 


orf Miniſter, that you had refaſed vo be Schbolmaiter of Preftonpans, a 


which 1 did think ſtr ange. I pray you,” Good Sir, let not any other Place - 


draw you from that, in which you had much Contentment and Pleaſure ; anl* _ 


Iwill aſſare yoa, you ſhall have the ſame Occaſion, both in Pleaſure, Hap- 

pineſs and Content ment, which is all can be deſired in this World, Mhere. 
ore it is the exrneft Deſire of all good Friends and old Acquaintances here, 
that you may arcept, and eſpecially of him who deſires to remain, &. 


: But, Sir Robert and Carridden being related to the Earl of Kincar« 


din's Family, did eogage him to embrace their Offer, with whom, 
at Edintargh jo Carriddens Chamber, he made an expreſs and formal 
Compact ſor 300 Merks Yearly, as Salery, and to continue in that 


Office 4d vitam wut culpam, retuſing poſitively and in terminis io be 


limited or ſtiuted to a definite Number of Years, as his Predeceſſors 
were by formal written Contracts for ſo many Years; whereas he 


told expreſly, he would have his Call imple and abſolute, without 


any Qualification or Reſttiction of Time, implying ad vitam aut cul- 
pam, as all Profeſförs ot Liberal Arts and Sciences are admitted to 
their Charge, and accocdingly continue in it; unleſs it be other ways 


expreſly provided, and contented to by both Parties. But theſe 


two Gentlemen wete very glad of his Accepration in the manner 
above related, and molt willingly conde ſcended thereto; and with- 
in 5 or 6 Days delivered him the ſollow ing Act of Admiſſion. 


95 ” At Li»lithgow, 23. January 1675. 


4 


n PHE which Day the Provoſt, Batlies and Council, having met 
1 


I  anent the Affairs of the Burgh, and finding the Grammar- 
* School of the ſamen vacant, they do unanimouſly call Mr. James 
* Kirkwood, Governour tothe Lord Brave, qualified to be a School- 


_* malter, and the Council defires the Provoſt to ſpeak to the ſaid 


Mr. James to come and accept the Charge of Schoolmaſter, at Can- 
» alemaſs next without Delay. Extractum per me, AND. KER. 


B 2 : It 


7 ſettled, without any juſt Ground or Reaſon: And. often one {as 


* and on that Conſideration left ſo good a Service, and. ſlighted other 
cConſiderable Offers. Tis without all'Queſtion, had it been told him 
hat either the preſent or ſucceeding Councils bad Kill in their Power 


ha ve accepted the Place, but rather ſtay'd where he was too well, 


timated, and made known to him at the Agreement, being the main 


to be omitted and left to Diſcretion. 


about the Sum. 


— 


— — . —— — — — 


| A 1 
It was on theſe Conditions, above related, he accepted that Charge; 


to diminiſh: his Salary, or turn him off at Pleaſure, he would not 


or gone ſomewhere elſe, where he might have had better Conditi- 
ons. And there is no Man, but he muſt acknowledge, if either of 
theſe two had been in the Town's Power, they ſhould have been i Tink 


and ſubſtantial Clauſes and Points in the Contract, W oughe.4 not 


The Security therefore he has for his Office i is, 1 

1. The Cuſtom and Practice of the Nation in the like Caſes, 5 
The Faith and. Promiſe of theſe two Gentlemen. 3. Aa'AR of the 
Towa-Council, admitting him to be School maſter in general an 
abſolute Terms, which AQ gives the Provoſt a Power to commune 
with Mr. ir wood, and call him to the Place. 4 Four Hundred 
Mer ks, recorded in the Council- Book as his Salary, 5. Fifteen Years 
exact Payment thereof, without the leaſt Doubt, vey or Debate 


Who will deny but this is ſufficient Security for one in an Office 
of ſuch a Nature, which beyond all others. whatſoever requires, for. 
the more ſpeedy and ſecure Progreſs of Learning, that Teachers. and 
Trainers up of Youth have a fixed and cortinued Abode in one and: 
the ſame Place, the Change of Maſters being a very great Prejudice 
and Loſs to Scholars; and certainly no fixed Reſidence can be expe 
Qed for them, if Town Councils may turn them out at Pleaſure ;. 
eſpecially conſidering, they are made up for the moſt part of illiterate. 
and ignorant Men, and yearly alter and change; who frequently are 
of ſuch Humours, that they undo many Things their Predeceſſors 


Deacon or Member ol the Council, for ſome private End or Quarrel,. | 

may ſa influence rhe teſt, at. leaſt the Major Part, that thę poor, 
Schoclmatter muſt Thift tor himlcli and his Family, in the Cold of 
Winter. It. 
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7 | So. 
If therefore this Particular of turning out of School-maſters at Plea» 
ſure, be tolerated, and the Burgh of Lithgow become a Precedent to. - 
others, it will make a pretty Reel amongſt chem thro” the Kingdom. 


® There is a Copy caſt already in that Burgh. At Martinmaſs 1689, 
the Town made a formal Agreement with Johu Daubar, to be Do- 
Kor in their School, and on the 8th of February thereafter,turned him 


out, not giving him ſo much as one ſingle Minute of Time to provide 
for himſelf, he not having heard of any ſuch Deſign, till he was cal- 
led in before the Council, without a Citation, and inſtantly laid aſide. 
This was dome to ſhew their abſolute Power; for when Daxber told 
the Provoſt, That, what they did, was contrary to Agreement, What, 
replied the other, do you not ſee what's done Mr. Kirkwood, who at 
that very Moment was lying in cloſe Priſon, as you will lee in its 
place, If Men be thus uſed,or rather abuſed, they had better go keep 
Sheep, than be at vaſt Pains and Expence to tic themſelves for training 
up of Youth, = » Ch 
But to proceed: Since the late Alteration of Affairs in this Eing- 
dom, theſe that now bear Rule in the Burgh, are all exceeding fore- 
ward in carrying on the Affairs of the Church; and molt of them; 
before they came to govern, gave a very ſhrewd Specimen of what 
they would do, if once they got Power into their Hands; for on the 
12th of April 1689, when ſome Hundreds of Burgeſſes and Town's. 
People were drawn up in Rank and File at the Cross, all in Arms, 
they ſent in 4 moſt, tumultuous Manner, a Party of Muſqueteers, 
with written Orders in the Hands of Peter Gardiner, to the Two re. 
gülar Miniſters of that Burgh, to command them to remove from 
their Office, that they might place better in their Room. 
ls it not very ſtrange, that private Mea, eſpecially of the meaneſt 
Rank, ſuch as Webſters, Sutors, Tailors, ſhould aſſume 10 them ſelves 
Power co remove from that ſacred Function, Perſons ſettled by pu- 
blick Law,and to place others in their Stead. 'Very competent Judges 
indeed, of the Qualifications of Minilters!' | i 
On the 13th'of that Month, above 24 Perſons of the Chieſeſt in 
own, inclining that Way, went upon Occafion to the Houſe of one. 


Ven Johnſton to take a Glaſs of Wine, and one gr two of them, 


likely, 


5 1 
likely on deſign, inviting Mr. Kirk mood to a Share; as he was enter- 


Club, tho the youngeſt, roſe off the Chair, and ſeemed very kindly 


Brother, and deſired them all to follow his Example. Mr, Kjrkwood 
to ſalute the Brethren after that Manner; which made Pardivin take 
him again by the Hand, and lead him about from one to apother, 
thruſting his Hand into theirs, In the next place, Pardivin told him 
he behoved to renounce the T,. That requires Time and Place 
convenient, replied the other. And you muſt alſo (continued Par- 
divin) torſake the Church, and go with us to the Meeting-Houſe. 
Mr. Kzrkwood endeavouring to wave that Diſcourſe, with, a Smile, 
ſaid, He came there to get a Glaſs of Wine, and not to fall on theſe 
Points, Aſſure your ſelf, replied the other in a very rude and au- 
ſtere manner, unleſs you deſert the Church, and go alongſt with us 
to the Meeting-Houſe, you ſhall not be long School-malter of Lith- 
gow, I ſhall go there, anſwered Mr. Kirkwood, as ſoon as the Laws 
of the Land require; but not till then, Pack you immediately down 
Stairs, ſaid Pardivin, in no leſs a boaſting manner, than if, he had 
been Emperor of the Univerſe, Theſe were his expreſs Words. 
Thus Mr. Kzrkwood departed, without getting ſo much as one Glaſs 
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Man's Houſe, and being yet but a private Perſon, ſhould in ſo 


Maſter and Teacher, to pack down Stairs, before ſo great a Multi. 
tude, for ſuch a Reaſon? This fell out 14 Days before he was made 
Provoſt: : | AW 8 
On the 25th of the ſame Month, he ſent for Mr. Kirkwood to his 
Chamber, where they alone had a long and ſerious Diſcourſe upon 
ſeveral Heads, eſpecially relating to Church. Matters; the one moſt 
confidently aſſerting the Jus Divinam of Presbytery, and declaring all 


_ - wy 
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had not its deſigned Concluſion, which was, That Mr. Kyrkwood 
the | = ſhould 


ing the Room, Walter Stuart of Pardivin, the leading Man of that 1 
to take him by the Hand, ſaying to the whole e Here 4 


being a little ſurprized, and ſmelling a Deſign, was not very frank I 


of Wine. And may it not ſeem very odd, that Pardivin in another 


Lordly a Manner, command one, that had been many Years, his | 


other kinds of Governments contrary to the Word of GOD ; the o- 
ther denying it had ſo ſure Foundation. In a Word, this Conference | 


| 


| 8 | | i 7 5 7 ) 
I ſhouid promiſe to go to the Meeting-Houſe on the SabbathDay follow. 
| ing, to countenance his Lordſhip's firſt Entry there, At parting, he 
deſired him to conſider the Thing till the next Day, and give an 
Anſwer, Mr. Kyrkwood replied, He had thought on that Head many 
# Years, and was not now to ſeek; and therefore he might expect the 
| ſame he had now given him: Yet Pardivin (till preſſing his Requeſt, 
Mr. Kjrkwood thought fit to gratify him ſo far. This Night, Mr. 
J Kirkwood's Thoughts were rack'd more about the way of anſwering, 
than the Aniwer it fell; For altogether to {light the Buſineſs, or to 
ſend an Anſwer by another, he feared, might offend; and to go with 
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+ Yit himſelf he was ſuge, they would not part good Friends; and there-- 
+ I fore he thought it ſafeſt to ſend the following Letter. 

<4 

- SIR, | 

8 N the confidence I have of jour good Wiſhes to me and my Family, I 
- have taten the Freedom to trouble you with this Line, ſhewing that I 


save ſerionfly conſidered what paſs betwixt us Teſterday, about my going 
n Fro the Meeting- Houſe on Sabbath. Truly I have not the Freedom to 
d Yoratify your Deſire in this Matter, as yet, ſeeing that the Place I go to, i: 
eftabliſhed by a legal Power; but, as ſoon as either our Convention of E. 
ates or a Parliament has ſettled an Alteration, which is on the Wheels, . 
Ind queſtionleſs will be &re long, I ſhall very cheerfully concur. Till then 
I hops and expel you will excuſe me. I would not much value, tho, to 
s Meal the Truth, it has its own Effect on me, either what the Epiſcopal 

.Party ſhould think of ſo ſudden and eaſy Change; nor what the weaker 

and more ignorant ſort of your Side ſhoald ſay, who certainly would infer, 
't were only to ſave my Place I came there, Sir, I know I need aad 20 
more. This is the Sum 1 would ſay on the Head, if it give not you and 
theſe Gentlemen I'm concerned with, Satisfaction, I can not help it, I re- 
olve to caſt my ſelf and my Family into the Hands of Providence, and I. 
Pope GOD will provide for me. Mean while, I reſt, &c. 3 


ce Pardivin within two Hours ſent this Return, which is little, ot no- 
ve hing to the Purpoſe. | 2 
| 


8 | 1 Six, 


(8) 
SIR, 


Cannot but admire of jour Letter, which is only grounded apon uncer- 
tain Events, that you fancy juſt as come: Jou write to me, as if 1 
were already elected Provoſt, which | believe may never come to paſs. 
But however, in whatever Station Providence ſhall place me, you may 
expect my Kindneſs, and the former Reſpett I had for you ſhall be con- 
tinued, &c. 
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Pardivin faith, Mr. Kirkwood wrote to him, as if he had been al- 
ready elected Provoſt; whereas no ſuch Inference can be made from 
his Letter; Tis true, he wrote, as to one, he doubted not was to be 
Provoſt; and that the very next Day: For Pardivin had ſhew'd him 
a Liſt of all the Magiſtrates at that private Conference ; and there 
was none to contradict what that Party did at that Jime. And 
tho' he was not Provoſt, yet he carried as ſuch, yea, ſome Degrees 
above any Provoſt ever was in that Place;as may be ſeen by that Ran- 
counter in James Johnſtoun's, where he made Mr. Mir mood pack down 
Stairs, as if he had been his Footman. +38 | | 

It is very well known to all, that have had occaſion to converſe 
with Mr. Kzrkwooa,of how moderate Principles he is in theſe Things, 
ſo much under debate, in Church Matters. He blames no Man tor 
being of this, or that Opinion, eſpecially in Things that are of them- 
ſelves not ſimply neceſſary to a Chriſtian Life; and craves the like 
Favour of them: Humbly judging, private Perſons are to keep with- 
in their Sphere, and for Peace's lake ro ſubmit to many things, and 
to comply with them, tho inconvenient in their Judgment, yet not 
ſiaful, ſuch as are moſt of theſe Things which make ſo great Stir in 
this Kingdom, and deltroy the very Life of Chriſtianity, which con- 
ſiſteth in Sobriety, Juſtice and Devotion; but theſe are eaten up 
and conſumed by the Unchriſtian Management and Proſecution of 
imall and inconſiderable Differences. We tithe Mint and Cammin, 
and omit. the main and abſolutely neceſſary Daties of our Relig ien. Nou, 
ho kind and familiar, not to ſay bountiful, Mr. Kzrkwood has been 
to Presbyterians in their loweſt Condition, while lying in Priſon,and 

in very great Straits, many in Lithęem can atteſt; and Hundieds in 
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that Country yet remember, what he did aſter that Fight at Bothwel, 
when about 1200 Priſoners, molt of them naked, were car tied thro' 
that Town to Edinburgh, he pit y ing theſe poor diſtteſſed People, went 
to the Captain, Alexander Bromn oſ Thor nidite, who commanded the 
Guards, being of his old Acquaintance and Condiſciple, and got from 
J him his Cane, as a token to the Souldiers, not to hinder him to do 
the Priſoners all the Kindneis he could; for People were not eaſily 
permitted Acceſs, ſome of the Prifoners having made their Eſcape, 
| by the Means of theſe that went co them; and there from 1 hree in 
che Morning, till Ten in the Forenoon, he alone ſtood on the Fleſh- 
1 market Wall, and gave in over it above 300 Suits of Cloaths, and 
© Fexceeding much Meat and Drink, not without hazard of his Perſon, 
N veing often like to lollow the Cord, with which he let down the Bar- 
© Brels to theſe Pritoners, of whom many thereafter came back and 
0 thanked him heartily, for the Favour he had done them; particular- 
A ly three Brothers of the Name of Thomſon, in the Pariſh of St. Ninian; 
la a Wotd, ſuch has been his Carriage in Lithgow, and elſewhere, 
N that very many of both Sides have taken him for a through paced 
Presbyterian, tho'in Truth he is not. He acknowledges he can very 
ſreely ſubmit to, and comply with that Goverament, when ſettled by 
Law ; but to be forced to forſake the publick Place of Worſhip, e- 
ſtabliſh'd by the ſupreme Powers of the Nation, and go to a private 
Meeting Houſe (Pardivins own Kitchin) then only connived at, or 
at molt tolerated, neither Threats nor Allurements can prevail with 
him. He reſolves to follow the Laws, and not co run before them in 
all Matters of that kind. And why ſhould he be the only Man in 
the Kingdom picked our, either to loſe his Place, or go to the Meet- 
ing-houte, He is not very ſcrupulous in theſe Matters under Debate. 
He itands not much to hear Presbyterian or Epiſcopal, provided it 
give not Offence z and he was ſute, his for ſaking the Church would 
hugely have (tumbled both Sides, 


exceeding loath to divulge theſe Particulars, and to ſpeak fo of him- 


ng repreſented to Perſons of the higheſt Rank in the Kingdom, to 
1 3 be 


But to return more cloſely to our purpoſe, let us tell. That he was 


ſelf and others, till he was forced to it for his own Vindication, be- 


-- 
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be a great Malignant, and oppoſite to the preſent Government; and 


as its worded very ſtrangely in the Town's Infor mation to the Lords 
of Seſſion, 28th of November 1689, he is called a Reviler of the Gods 


of his People, By Gods here they mean the 2; Members of the 
Town Council, the Provoſt, Four Bailies, Dean of Guild, Treaſurer, 


Twelve Countellors,. Eight Deacons ; ſo that the Webſters, Surors, | 
Tailors, are Gods in Lithgow, A very ſtrange Expreſſion, the like 
never any Mortal aſſumed to himſelf in ſuch Circumſtances. By 


the way, tis worth the Enquiry, to know the Antecedent or Subſtan- 


tive to the Word His, in this fo fingular a Phraſe, At the reading of 
the Information, it was pretty warmiy debated. by Perſons of Ho- 


nour, Whether it was GOD, Provoſt, or Kirkwood, A Reviler of 
the Gods of GOD's People, or the Provoſt's People, or Kjrkwood's | 


People. Some were for one, fome for another, ſome for none of 
them, averring ic was not good Grammar, confidering the Context 
of the Information, and that inſtead of H it ſhould be Jh; A Re» 
wiler of the Gods of the People. Others cry'd out, it was the hight 
of Blaſphemy, to call any Webſter. or Tailor in the Kingdom; a 


God. As to the Occaſion of the Phraſe, you will hear in its place. 


With pardon for this ſhort Digreſſion, know, That Pardivin be- 
ing made- Provoſt on the 27th of April 1689, did on every Occaſion, 
private and publick, ufe all Methods and Argur.cnts-to perſwade 
Mr. Kzriwood' to forſake the Church, thinking, it he left it, many 
would follow his Example; Frequent Communing they had about 


it, but all invain: No- ſooner the Convention of Eſtates had laid a- 
_ ſide the Biſhops, but immediately Mr, Kzrkwood was ſent for to get 


the News, the Provoſt then thinking he had now gain'd the Day. 


After a hot Diſpute, Mr. Kzrkwood told him, tho? the Biſhops were 


laid aſide, yet they that preach'd under them were not; neither was 
Presbytery ſettled ; and therefore he refolved to keep where he was, 
til that was done, You have, replied the Provoſt, the moſt ma- 


lignant Spirit of any Breathing, and ought not to be converſed with: 


And this in great Rage and Faſſion, on the high Street, in view of 
many People. I'm ſotry, anſwered Mr. Airtwood, my Converſe is 
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ſo ungrateful ; My Lord Provoſt, it ſhall be againſt my Will, you be 
mach troubled with it hereafter, _ | 
No he falls on far more ſevere Meaſures, and proſecutes his 
Deſign with the hight of Rigour, many Ads of Injuſtice and Op- 
preſſion he did Mr. K/rkwood, of which at preſent, take theſe Two 
Inſtances. bo 
On 1h Day of Jane 1689, James Carmichael of Poti- 
ſbam brought his Son to Mr. Kzrkwood's Houle, in order to enter him 
to School; but it being nigh to 12 in the Clock on Saturday, it was 


thought fit to delay his Entry till Monday, In the Afternoon, Poriſhaw, 


with his two Coulins, James Carmichael Portioner of Blackburn, and 
Peter Salmon (whoalio werein Mr, Kir mood's Houſe) met with the 


| Provoſt in James Borleans's, where Potiſhaw telling the Provoſt, he 


had been with Mr. Kirkwood, in order to put his Son to School. 
That were a great Act of Folly, replied the other, for within Ten 
Days he is to go from us; and we are to have a New Maſter; and 
thereſore I adviſe you to carry back your Son; which was accord- 
ingly done. And with this he turned towards Lieutenant-Colonel 
Cleland, who was allo fitting with them, ſaying, Can you wiſh ws to 
a good School-maſter , for we are vexed with this Man me have. | 
This was not only an AQ of great Injuſtice done to Mr, Kirkwood, 
as to his Purſe, but alſo to his Good-name, which he more regards; 
tor Potiſhaw thinking, as he had juſt Ground, that Mr. Kirkwood could 
not but know he was to go fiom his Charge, it being to be within ſo 
few Days, looked on him as a molt avaiicious and difingenuous 
Man; becauſe he had not let fall to him, that he was to go rom his 
Place; whereas he knew nothing of the Buſineſs, and had never heard 
lets or more of any ſuch Deſigu, elle he had carried murgcandidly 
with theſe Gentlemen. What the Provelt's Iatentioa was in this 
Affair, let others conjecture. It ſeems a Mittery, That he ſpoke a 
Lie, we will not fay ; but that he utivied o grear Falſhood, 1ime 
has put it bey ond queſtion, If he ſpoke h way of Prophecy, he is a 
falle Prophet. If at that Time, he had a deligu within 10 of 12: 
Days to turn out Mr. Kirkwood, it was a moſt unuſt one, wixt Terms 
tothruſt a Man to the Door W Watning. If he had no Defigng. i 
2 * 


new Mean further to vex Mr. Kirkwood : On the. 12th of October 8g, 


it was the hight of Malice, to ſpeak Lies, on purpoſe to deprive his 
Neighbour of what is juſtly his. It had been more lawful to have 
ſtoln it out of his Pocket; for that had been but one Fault, here a 
Mals of Iniquity. By this not only Mr. Airtwood is wrong'd, but 


the Publick ; the Com mon- Good is thereby impair'd; For 'tis here to 
be conſidered, That Potiſhew's Son being carried back upon this Head, 


ſtopr all other Gentlemen to ſend their Children. 
Th other Act of Oppreſſion, we dare not ſay is purely the Pro- 
voſt's, tho' he be the principal Cauſe of all the bad Uſage Mr. Kirk- 


wood met with; for his Rudeneſs made the reſt of the Magiſtrates 


the more undiſcreet. On the 14th, 15th and 16th Days of Septem- 
ber 1689, they quartered on Mrs. Kirkwood (her Husband being 40 
Miles from Home, in time of School-Vacance) 4 Men and Horſes, 
Thelike was never done to him,nor any of his Employ in that Burgh, 
tho' many more Souldiers have been in the Town: And it is very 


remarkable, that 13 Families next to his, had not ſo much as one Man 


or Horſe, Yet it muſt not be here omitted, to tell, that the Gentle- 
men Mr, Hay and Mr. Erret, Officers in the Earl of Leven's Regi- 
ment, carried moſt diſcreetly, and. were well ſatisfied with ſuch Ac. 
commodation for their Horſes, as her Houſe could afford, viz, a 
Brew-houſe for a Stable, without Heck or Manger; a Room full of 
Houſhold Furniture, which theſe Gentlemen with their own Hands. 
were pleaſed" to ſet aſide. Had Mr. Kirkwood been at Home, he 
would have given them a better Stable in the middle of his School, 
and he was ſure to furniſh them with as many old Theams & Gram: 


mats, as their Horſes could eat ſeveral Months. 


He was alſo certainly informed, that there were Billets prepared for 
Danes, to be laid on him every Time they were to pals tlirough that. 
Town; but this was prevented by his being turned out of Doors, 
to quarter on ſome Neighbour himſelf, as will appear in its place. 

When theſe former Methods were ineffectual, not anſwering their 


Deſigu (and what Wonder) for they are not the Cords of Men, bur. 


Beaits ; not rational Arguments to convince Men endued with Rea— 
ion, but Whips and Rods to drive Brutes; the Provoſt contrived a. 


he. 


; (39 3 | 
he ſo influenced the Town. Council, 1 they made an Act, redue irg 
his Salary from 400 to 300 Merks a Lear. Further, down they could 
not come at that time, for the Doctor of the School has 200, and they 
thought Shame to level the Maſter with the Doctor. But, as the 
Provoſt told Mr. Kjrkwood, that Doftor was to be put away, and the 
other that has 48 Pounds Scots to be in his Room, and then they 
would have Ground enough to come and go on; and it was as law- 
ful to reduce it to two, or one, as to three. 0 
This Act, reſtricting his Salary, was made not only without his 
Conſent, but altogether without his Knowledge: And think you it 
not very ſtrange, that one Party ſhould deſtroy and quite cancel a 
formal Compact, and neither directly nor indirectly acquaiat.the 


other; and make a new Agreement without his Knowledge or Con- 


ſent. This is down-right repugnant to the very Nature of Contracts, 
which always implies a mutual Conſent of two Parties. 

On the 19th of that Month the Provoſt ſent for Mr, Kirkwood: to 
his Chamber, and there privately intimated to him the Town's AQ; 
with which he being exceedingly ſurprized, ſaid, He thought the 
Council ſhould have firſt enquired, if he would accept of that Di- 
minution of his Salary, before they had made the Ad. If you will 
not accept, replied the Provoſt, you mult be gone, That may be a 
Queſtion, anſwered th'other. With this the Provoſt cries to his Ser - 
vant, who was in the next Room: Go, ſaith he, bring me two Bai- 
lies and the Clerk, that I may. take Inſtruments; he refuſes to ſtand 
to the Council's Act. I have not yet retuſed, ſaid Mr. Kirkwood. 
Do you then accept? replied the other. I ought to have tome Time 
to think on that, anſwered Mr, Xirt wood. We have made an AQ, 
and you muſt either ſtand to ir, or flit at Martiamaſs, replied the 
Provoſt : There's to be no Deliberation in the Buſineſs. Go Boy, 
quickly bring me the two Bailies and the Clerk. In a Moment's 
Time all Three came together; for it ſeems they were ready walt- 


Ing on, | | 
As ſoon as they entered the Room, Mr. Kir mood laith tothe Clerk, 


I take Inſtruments ia your Hands before theſe two Bailies, that the. 


Provoſt this Day intimates to me an Aft of Council made on the 1th 
„ 8 h | CT. 
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| \ bf this Month, reſtricting my Salary from 300 to 300 'Merks: And 
further I here declare, that Fam willing to ſerve in my Charge 26 
cording to Agreement betwixt the Town and me. After 1 
turned towards Bailie Tarnbul, ſaying, Bailie, ſuppoſe, (which 
will got grant) that you could put me away at Martimaſs or any 
other Term, yet it muſt be done legally and according” to the Pra- 
Qice and Cuſtom of this Kingdom. You are Maſter of a Family, 
and an Heretor too; but can, or dare you thruſt out aſter this man- 
ner any Tenent, Cotter, yea or the meaneſt Servant you are Maſter - 
ot? You are obliged to give them a legal Warning: You cannot ei- 
ther augment the one's Rent, nor diminiſh the others Fee at Plea- 
fure, The Law of the Land will reach you, if you do amiſs. With 
theſe and the like Words the Bailie ſtood mute, and the Provoſt 
forgot to take Inſtruments; and fo Mr, Kirkwood took his Leave of 
them at that Time, e e Ma 

This was done on Saturday at Night after there had been a Coun- 
cil. On the Monday thereafter, being the 21ſt, at Night, theſe two 
Bailies ſent for Mr. Kjrkw:od to the Dean of Guild's Houſe, to fee if 
they could make up the Peace; for they found themſelves in the 
Milt. After they had reaſoned pretty calmly ſome time, and were 
coming to a good Agreement; in comes the Provoſt, and being let 
in an Arm- chair, began thus to harangue : Maſter Kirkwood, /atd 
he, you cannot but acknowledge that you are exceedingly obliged to the 
good Town, having gained in it all you are worth ; and therefore you ought 
to do nothing that may any way tend to its Diſadvantage, My Lord Pro. 
volt, replied Mr. Kirkwood, May it pleaſe you to let me ſpeak a Word or 
two to what you have ſaid, and then you ſhall go on: 15 we may forget 

Particulars, That T 2m obliged to the good Town I will never deny, 
for I have met with very much Kindneſs from all that I have had to 
do with: Yet I hope you will give me leave to ſay the Obligation 
berwixt the Town and me is reciprocal; I am obliged to ir, ſo is it 
to me: And if I have gain'd any thing, *tis with the Sweat of my 
Brows, ina moſt honeſt and lawſul manner. But this is not the Point 
I would ſpeak to. You are pleaſed to tell me, that all I am worth I 
have got ia or by the good Town. You are in a very great a 
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I had a talerable good Portion from my Parents about 30 Years ago, 
of which to this Day I never ſpent one Penny, nor (bleſſed be God) 
was I ever put to that Neceſſity as to need it; and you know by 
this time, if it be well managed, it may be four times as much, And 
beſides I got conſiderably with my Wite; and there's a Gentleman, 
(pointing at Baillie Main) who knows I lifted Money once and again 
in Holland, as ber Portion: You did indeed, ſaid the Baillie. And 

laſtly, to ſay nothing of other Services, I came from a very honou- 

rable and profitable one in the Earl of Kincardin's Family, where I 
gained both Gold and Silver. So you fee I came not to this Place 
like a Beggar, as yaur Words import. But to end this Communing, 

the Provoſt it ſeems had prepared a Diſcourſe; and having ſtumbled 
in the Entry, was never able again to recover his Feet, and after he 
had rambled up and down this whole Earth, he went down to Hell. 
For amongſt many other odd Expreſſions to Mr. Kjrkwood, he had 

this: Toa would rake Hell for the 100 Merks we have taken from your Sa- 
lary. Tis the firſt time, replied th'other, I. was called a Miſer; 
many in this Place have ſaid, I'm rather in the other extreme, too 
good a Fellow. Ina Word, after ſome Expreſſions of this Nature, 

they parted not very good Friends. : 

That ſame Night the Provoſt wrote a Letter to Robert Park Writer 
in Edinbargh, to ſend out a Schoolmaſter as ſoon as poſſible ; which 
was accordingly done. Mr. Park received the Provolit's Letter on 
the 22d or 23d, and ſent out one Mr. Biany on the 25th, and on the 


26th he was ſettled Schoolmaſter by an AR of Council, and Mr. 


Kjrkwood ordained to remove at Martiumaſs then next. 

A very ſummary and illegal Warning, ſuppoſing the Town had 
Power to remove him at a Term without a Fault, But by the way 
tis to be obſerved, that Martiumaſs cannot be his Term, granting he 
had any, without a Fault: For he entered at Candlemaſs, the imme- 
diate Day after his Predeceſior had received his Candlemaſs Offering; 
for his Generoſity would not permit him, tho” he was ſeriouſly ex- 
horted ro come ſome Days before Candlemaſs. And ſuppoſing the 
Town had agreed with him for a diſtin and certain I ime, as they 
had done with his Predeceſſors; it that was for a Year, his Ten 

| Was 
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was Candlemaſs, and that inclaſivè; if for half a Year, Lambmaſi or 
Canalemaſs is it; it for a Quarter only, Belton (the Beginning of May} 
or Hallom tide ought to be the Term, and never Martinmaſs. But it 
ſeems the Town's Term is, Our Will and Pleaſare, and that without 
any legal Warning. This is a new Law never before pradtiſed in 
Scotland, ED | | 
On the 25th of October, betwixt ꝙ and 10 at Night, (a little after 
his pretended Succeſſor had come to Town) he was warned by an 
Officer, not perſonally (for he was not within) to compear before 
the Council the Day following. Aſſoon as he entered within the 
Council.houſe, the Clerk read to him an Ad made by the Council, 
whereby he was deprived of his Office, and ordained to flit and re- 
move at Martinmaſs then next. At which he being very much ſur - 
prized, knowing nothing that a new Malter was come to-1 own,nor 
that they had a Deſign to put him away after this manner, took In- 
ſtruments in their Clerk's Hands, in Face of Council, of the Unjuſt - 
neſs of their Act and the Illegality of their Procedure; and alſo he 
proteſted that he was moſt willing to continue in his Office, accor- 
ding to the Agreement betwixt the Town and him. This Proteſta- 
tion did a little nip them, when they conſidered he had Law and. 
+ Juſtice on his Side, which gave Occaſion to the private Quarrel or 
4 Incidental Plea betwixt the Council and him; for which he was fin'd 
in 200 Merks. But of this Buſineſs hereafter. 2 C9 
On the 11th of November the Magiſtrates ſent their Officers to the 
School in the Morning, and moſt violently extorted the Key from 
him, as Inſtruments then taken, at more length bear; and that ſame 
Day put another in his Place. | 
On the 16th of November, and not till then, they ſummoned him 
to remove out of his Houſe: A very ſeaſonable Time indeed, in the 
Cold of Winter, betwixt Terms to flit with a Family ot many young 
Children. This did alittle chaft him, and made him think upon 
ſome Remedy for theſe Evils: He had too juſt Ground to appeal 
fſtom them, who were both Judge and Party, to a more impartial 
and legal Judicature. He went therefore to Earnbaurgh, and made 


Application to the Lords of Council and Seſſion, by giving in one Bill 
1 to 
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to ſuſpend the AR of Deprivation from his Office; another the A- 
merciament or Fine; and a third to advocate the Cauſe of Remov. 
ing from his Houle: And beſides theſe three he gave ia alſo a Petiti- 
on, deſiring their Lord{hips would be pleaſed to order the Plea to 
be diſcuſt upon the Bill; which they granted, and recommended to 
the Lord Aberachal, the Ordinary at that time, to hear both Parties, 
and incaſe of Difficulty to make Report to the whole Lords. 

Alter the Cauſe was ſeveral times debated at the Bar, and Report 
made to the Lords, they found, That the Town could not remove 
Mr. Kirkwood either from his Charge, as Schoolmaſter, or from his 
Houſe At that Time, upon that Ground, and after that manner, as the 
Interlocutor at more length bears, of the Datz the 12th of December 
1689, | 

The Day following, being the 13th of December, the Town gave 
in a Petition to the Lords, reclaiming againſt their Sentence; and 
deſiring a new. Hearing upon other Grounds. The Lords, being moſt 
willing to do them all the Juſtice Law could allow, granted their 
Delire, | 4 

The Point the Town had to prove was, that he did dimit or quit 
his Charge: For when the Lords ask't them, Why they depriv'd 
him of his Office, they anſwered, They did it not, but he retuſed 
to ſerve any longer in that Charge, and therefore they were nece ſſi- 
tated to provide themlelves of another Maſter. He acknowledged, 


he ſaid he would not ſerve them, but with this Qualification, unleſs 


his 400 Merks were paid him: And the Lords found, That his refu- 
ſing to ſerve upon Diminution of his Salary, was no Dimiſſion. 80 
that the Town was put to ſeek out new Mediums to prove a Himiſſi- 
on; and when none occurred, they invented Falſehoods and Lies, as 
you ſhall hear. | 5 
Tis very fit here, you know, the Town did not ſo much as pre- 
tend the leaſt ſhadow of any Fault againſt him, when another Ma- 
ſter was brought from Edinburgh, and when they palt the AA of He- 
privation: For certainly had they known any, it would have been 
laid to his Charge, That Fault they now alledge of Reviling theGuds, 
had not then any Being or . as you will hear ia its Place. 
At 
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At the next Hearing Mr. Stuart, the Town's Advocate, adduces 
two Arguments to prove Mr. Kzrkwood did dimit. 1. Said he, 
Mr. Kir mood took his Leave of his Scholars, and exhorted them to 
be obedient and ſubmiſſive to their new Maſter; Ergo he dimitted. 
Mr. Kir wood did acknowledge, that after the Key was violently ta- 
ken from him, he took his Leave of his Scholars; for he thought 
erhaps he might never be ſuffered to ſpeak to them again in that 
3 and for halt an hour, and more, recommended to them their 
Duty both to GOD and Man, particularly to all Supreme Powers, 
whom GOD in his Providence ſet over them; to all ſubordinate 
Magiſtrates and Rulers; to Parents and Maſters, whomſoever they 
might have after him. The Lords found, this made for him and 
noways againſt him, being a very great Symptom and Mark of a. | 
peaceable Spirit. | 
The Second Argument Mr. Stuart adduced, was in theſe Words; 
Mr: Kirkwood went into the School, and welcomed the new Maſter, 
by taking him by the Hand. and wiſhing him all Joy and Happineſs 
in his Charge. This, ſaid Mr. Staart, is an undeniable. Argument 
of his Dimiſſion. And in truth it made Mr. Kirkwood's Advocates 
look one to another: But it being a Matter of Fact, he was the fitteſt 
Man to anſwer for himſelf. My Lord, ſaid he, if it can be inſtructed 
that I did ever ſet my Foot within the School, ſince that Man, whom they 
call their School-maſter, entered into it, or did ever ſpeak to him within 
or without the School, about that or any other Affair, 1 ſhall loſe the Cauſe: 
I wonder, my Lord, how they who pretend ſo much Strictneſi in Matters of 
Religion, can have the confidence to invent and contrive meer Falſhoo 
and Lies, to carry on an unjuſt Cauſe, Mr. Stuart, ſaid the Lord Abe- 
ruchal, ſpeaks as he is informed ; Pm ſorry,replicd Mr. Kirkwood, ſuch 
Informers ſbould be our Reformers. | | 
Mr. Kzrkwood earneſtly begged Mr. Patrick Crichton Clerk, to in- 
ſert.- in the Minutes this Argument, with all its Circumſtances ; and 
eſt he ſhould either forger,. or alter any thing, he fat down beſide 
im, in Sir Alexander Gibſon's Chamber, and wrote it. down verba- 
tim, Which Mr. Crichton promiſed. ſaithſully; to record; and when 


there; 


1 
thereafter he was challenged tor — doing it, he ſaid he had done it, 
but he was ordered to blot it out again. ; 

This Hearing being reported to the Lords, they again confirm 
the former Interlocutor in Mr; Kjrkwood's Favours; and beſides, ſu- 
ſpended the Fine, which before,upon a Miſtake, was decided to the 
Town's Advantage. 

By this laſt Interlocutor the Town loft all Hopes of gaining the 
Plea, unleſs they could produce under Mr. Kirłwood's Hand, that he 
had dimitted his Charge, or that he durſt not ſwear he did it not; 
for the Interlocutor expreſly bears they were to prove that Point, 
ſeripto vel juramento of the Suſpender, 

| Now, they had it not under Mr, Kjrkwood's Hand, and he was 
clear to ſwear he had not done it; for he had taken Inſtruments in 
theirClerk'sHand,in Face of Council, that very ſame Day, wherein they 
alledge he dimitted ; In(truments, we ſay, expreſly . he was 
willing to ſerve in the Terms agreed upon twixt the Town & him, 
and not otherwiſe, 

He took alſo Inſtruments upon the ſame Head, in the Provoſt's 
Chamber, before two Bailies in the Hands of their Clerk, 19th of 
October 1689, as is above-mentioned page 13: 

Before we proceed any further, 'tis not amiſs, to relate here a ve- 
ry remarkable Paſſage; a deep Delign, or (to give it a more proper 
Name, a helliſh Plot, contrived by the Provoſt and others'gainſt Mr. 
Kirkwood, not his Perſon, but, which is worſe, his Good - Name; for 
he hopes this ſhall live, when that's turn'd into Duſt; | 

This Contrivance was to prove him perjut'd, and thereby to make 
him Infamous for ever. 3 

The Buſinels was, as follows. They cauſed cite him before their 
Council; being call'd in, the Provoſt ſpoke thus to him; You were 
cited to compear before us, that you might hear the Members of 
the Council judicially-declare, that you dimitted your Charge in 
Face of Council, What ſay you to this? I poſitively deny it, an- 
ſwered Mr. Kirkwood. I ſaid indeed, I would not ſerve, if ye dimi- 
niſh my Salary, and the Lords have found this to be no Dimiſſion. 
Certainly, continued the ns the judicial Declaration ol Lug 

2 em- 
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but in the mean time, poſitively diſcharged any Execution to be 
| uſed againſt the Suſpender ; as the Deliverance of their Bill expreſly 
bears. | 

This Hearing was to be on the 4th of February, and could not be 
ſooner, that being Taeſday; and yet on the 3d of that Month, con- 
trary to the expreſs Sentence of the Lords; contrary to the very Im- 
port and Deſign of their own Petition ; contrary to the Rules of Ho- 
neſty and Human Society : In a Word, contrary to all that is Sa- 
cred and Human; all candid and ſincere Dealing *twixt Man and 
Man; they clandeſtinly and moſt treacherouſly eject Miſtreſs Kirk. 
wood, with her Children and Servants, he being at Edinburgh attend- 
ing the Plea. | eo 

We might be aſhamed, thus to harp ſo long on one String, were it 
not that too much cannot be ſaid of ſo treacherous and villainous an 
Action: You'll hear more of this deceitful Petition hereafter, when the 
Buſineſs is brought in before the Lords of their Majeſties moſt honou- 
rable Privy-Council, where, by the Production of this Petition, the 
Town was quite baffled and defeat. CPN i at 

Again, on the ſaid 4th Day, the Cauſe is debated at the Bar, nei- 


. 


ther Party (at leaſt none of Mr. Kirkwood's Side) knowing what was 


done at Lithgow on the 3d. A Minute or two after the Debate was 
over, Mr. Kirkwood receives a Letter from his Wife, giving him an 
account of her being ejected: Immediately he acquaints his Advo- 
| cates; they being exceedingly aſtoniſhed, bid him ſhew ithe Letter 
to the Lord Philiphaugh: His Lordſhip no leſs amaz'd, promiſed 
to call both Parties to the Bar, without fail,next Day,tho' he had told 
them he was to report before any further Hearing; nor was it his 
Turn to come out that Day to the Bar. But this ſo extraordinary 
Emergency falling out, he ſaid he thought it his Duty to enquire al- 
ter the Reaſons of ſo enormous and foul an AQ, Accordingly 
both Parties meet at the Bar, the Maſter of Stairs, then their Maje- 
ſty's Advocate, and Mr. Staart, for the Town; Sir Patrick Home, 
Commiſſary Dalrymple and Mr. William Monypeany, for Mr. Kirkwood, | 
Immediately Mr. Kzrkwood's Advocates fall upon the Points, and ſe- 
verely challenge the Town's AQ}, ſaying it was the hight of Injuſtice, 

an 


| (- $3 ) IP 
an exceeding great Contempt of Authority, and an unparallelable 
Inftance of a treacherous and deceitful Dealing with the Lords. You 
gave in, ſaid they, 4 Petition, deſiring another Hearing; and yet in the 
mean time were reſolved, as the Event infallibly proves, to act us if you 
had gain'd the Cauſe, Mr. Staart anſwered, He knew nothing of it; 
and for ought he could think, it was a meer Calumny, there being 
nothing to inſtruct the Verity of the Action, but Mrs. Kjrkwood's 
Letter. I'll hazard the Cauſe on the Truth of my Wife's Letter, ſaid 
Mr. Kirkwood, The Maſter of Stair ſtood amaz'd to hear the wild 
and extravagant AQtings of his Clients; at length he ſaid, they have 
hugely prejudged their own Cauſe; and ſo went from the Bar. This 
was all that was done that Day. | 

On the 6th of Febraary, the Cauſe being reported, the Lords did 
further recommend to the Lord Philiphaug h, to diſcuſs the Reaſons of 
Suſpenſion upon the Bill; and in the mean time ſtop'd all Executi- 
on, as the Interlocutor at more length bears. For in this Plea there 
are many Points and Heads to be diſcuſt ; ſuch as, Whether or not 
tis in the Town's Power to deprive Mr. Kirtmood of his Office, with- 
out a Fault, giving him a fair anddegal Warning? Whether or not tis 
in their Power to leſſen bis Salary, &c. 

That they could not do any of theſe, after the manner they did, is 
already determined by the Lords in two ſeveral Interlocutors above- 
mentioned: 80 that he has abſolutely carried this Plea,having never 
got a legal Warning; nor was his Salary legally leſſned. And now 
the Town, by their Precipitancy,or rather by their wicked and fooliſh - 
Actings, has made it impoſlible for ever to know, whether he or they 
would have gain'd the Plea. | 
As to the Buſineſs or Matter of Ejection above-mentioned, on the 

d of Febraary, Mrs. Kjrkwood, not well underſtanding the Nature of 
uch an Action, had written to her Husband in French, fo ſcrimply 
and overly, that the Lords thought the Town had only minted or 

aim'd to do ſuch a Thing; tho in Truth, all the Formalities due in 
a Buſineſs of that kind were uſed; Such as Putting out the Fire making 
Mrs. Kirkwood, her Children and Servants go out of the - Houſe, &c:; 
William Higging Bailie, was the Chief, if not the only Perſon that 
| an 


* ſaid, There was no Ground or Cauſe. of Fear - 


acted with the Town- Officers in this Affair. And when Mrs. Xirk- 
wood being very loath to go to the Door, humbly begged ihe Baillie 
to foi bear a Day or two, till he came Home, No, no, Miltrels, re- 
plied the Bailie, that I cannot do; to the Door you muſt go; you 
{hall come in immediately; we mult ule, ſays he, the Formality of 
Law. O Heavens! O Earth! We mult ule, ſays he, the Formality 
of Law; and yet at the very Minute the Word is warm in his Mouth, 
heis trampling both Law and Goſpel under his Feet, he goes over 
the Belly of Law, and certainly acts centrary to the DiQats of his 
own Conſcience ; for he and Mr. Kirtmood met together on the Sa. 
turday immediately preceeding this Monday, in the Chamber of Mr. 
Stuart the Town's Advocate, and ſpoke about the foreſaid famous 
Petition, and of the Lords's Interlocutor upon it. This Bailie was 
looked on by all, as the only Wit of the whole Council; and truly. if 
he had had Grace equal to his Wit, he would not have outwitted 
himſelf fo far. 

Some time aſter this famous AQion, be retired. into Holy Orders, 
and was fettled Miniſter of the Goſpel, ſome Place.in Tweedale ; What 
his Carriage has been ſince, is out of gur Road to enquire ; oniy ſuffer 
us to tell, that he has altogether forgot that Precept of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour, 5. St. Matth. 23, 24. 

Thus we have given you a bric Account, how Mes, Kirkwood, her 
Children and Servants, were thruſt to the Door, contrary to Law and 
| Juſtice; but have Patience for 5 or 6 Days, and you ſhall ſee ſttan- 
ger Wot le, the like neither you nor your Fore-tathers did ever {ce done 
by a Royal Burgh. 

We therefore yo on to tell, that after this Interlocutor, Mr. Kirk- 


wood enquir'd at ſev eral of the Lords, Advocates, Clerks aud Writers, 


All- with one Voice 
They were {ure the 
Town durſt not meddle in that. Affair, till the Lords gave out Sen- 


if now there Was any Hazard from the Town. 


tence. Mr. Kirkwood being ſtill jealous of them, knowing their Ma- 
lice and Cruelty thought fit to ſecure himſelf by all Means poſſible; 


and therefore went to the Lord Philiphaug b. and humbly begg'd his 


* Lordihip would be pleaſed to give ſubſcribed under = Hand, the 
* In. 
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Interlocutor of the Lords, which he might intimate to the Town; 
and then he was ſure they durſt not move any further in that Affair. 
Tis not the Cuſtom, replied my Lord, nor is there any need to give 
ſuch a Paper; I allure you, Me. Kjrkwood they dare not medle with 
you, My dear Lord, ſaid Mr, Ryo, I know them People bet- 
ter than your Lordſhip : Ignotance, Malice and Fury, what dare 
they not do? They are truly turnd mad and diſtracted, becauſe I 
have hitherto carried the Plea; A Paper, my Lord, under your 
Hand, queſtionleſs, if any thing can do it, will put a {top to their Rage. 
Grant me this one Requeſt, for GOD's ſake, Well Mr. Kirkwood, 
ſaid my Lord, tho' I'm fully perſwaded, tis a thing altogether need- 
leſs, yet ſince abundance of Law breaks not Law, I will grant your 
Requeſt: And fo very frankly his Lordſhip gave under his Hand the 
following Stop, or Silt. | 


Hereas the Lords of Council and Seſſion, by their Interlocutor this 
Day, upon a Report made by me, in the Bill of Suſpenſion at the 
Inſtance of Mr. Kirkwood School-maſter of Lithgow, againſt the Town 
of Lithgow, anent ſuſpending their AF of Deprivation pronoanced by 
them againſt him, on the 25th of December /aſt, aia recommend to me 
to diſcuſs the Reaſons of Suſpenſion upon the Bill, if the Chargers inſiſt ; 
rand in that caſe ſtoped all Execution againſt the [ſaid Mr. James; and if 
hey refaſe to inſiſt, that I ſhould paſs the Bill of Suſpenſion. Therefore 
theſe are to ſtop all further Execution againſt the Suſpender, until the 
Chargers make their Election, whether they will inſiſt or not; that I may 
diſcuſs the Reaſons, or paſs the Bill. In witneſs whereof, I have ſubſcribed 
- --e/e Preſents at Edinburgh, this Sixth of February 1690 Tears, 
Ja. Muiray: 


in his Pocket, dreading no Hurt from the Town; as all the Wold 

in ſay he had juſt ground to think; and duly and legally makes In- 

mation to the Magiſtrates, by giving them an exact Double, and 

hewing the Priacipal,defiring they might be compared ; which was 

done, Bailie Main looking on the Principal, while William Bell ”"— 
| E HM. Cler 
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2 Thus Mr. Kirkwood returns Home to Lithgow, with this Protection 


her Feet, o Gloves upon her Hands, theſe rudeFellows did flatly reſuſe 
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Clerk, read the Double, and Inſtruments taken thereon, of the date 
the 8th of February 1690. | 0 
Immediately the Provoſt caus'd ring the Council- Bell, after a very 
ſhort Deliberation, they ſend all the 4 Officers, without any Perſon 


with them, to Mr Kirkwood's Houſe, who, in a molt violent manner | 


broke up the Chamber. door wherein he was, and firſt take the Keys 
out of his Pocket, and then drag himſelf, Wite, and Six young Chil— 
dren, moſt bar baroufly down Stairs, Mr. Kirkrood thinking to ſave 
him felt, by laying Hands on the Horns ot the Altar, (for indeed a 


Man's own Houſe is his SanQuary) claſpt his Arms cloſely round 


about the Stoup of a Bed; but theſe rude Fellows tug'd fo luſtily, 
that had he not quickly let go his grip, they had certainly carried 
3 the Trunck of his Body, leaving the Arms in a very odd Po- 
ure. FED | - | 
Now, make Search into the Records of all the Burghs of Scotland, 
ſince their firſt EreQion, you ſhall not parallel me this one Act: But 


this is not all, the beſt of it is yet to come. 


Thus Mr. Kirkwood in a Moment's Time, was made poorer than 
Job; for he ſtill kept his Houſe, and had ſomething to ſatisfy Hun- 
ger, but Mr. Kirkwood could not come by one Crum, as you ſhall 
preſently hear. If there had been Fire in the Houſe (fo ro ſpeak) 'tis 
hke he might have fnatch'd ſomething with him; but here he had not 
ſo much time as to look aſide. | | | 
Ilsa a Word, fo ſudden and ſpeedy was this Ejection, that Miſtreſs 
Kerkwood being 97 buſied in ſmoothing Linnens, was not permitted 
to take the one Tron out of the Fire, and forced to leave the other 
hot upon the Table: Nor would they ſuffer her to make faſt any Cheſt 
or Coffer in the Houſe, nor to lay aſide the Linnens that were a. 


mong her Hands, all lying in a Confuſion up and down the Houſe; 
and Which is moſt amazing, neither would they themſelves quench 
out the Fire, which was upon that occaſion pretty great; nor ſuffer 
others todo it, And when Miſtreſs Kirkwood ar neſtly begged, they 


would tuffer her to caſt a Mantle or any loofe Cloath about her ſelſ, 
being in her Night-Cloaths, in the Morning, and to put Shoes on 


(0 


27 ) 
togive her a Minute's Time. She wasin a Dreſs fit for the Work 
ſhe was about, but not to be hurried out to the open Street, to be- 
come a Gazing · Stock to the World. And was it not a very dange- 
rous thing, thus to terrifty a Woman with Child > 'Tis not fit to 
relate here, what Effect this Fear had upon her, and what Riſque 
of her Lite ſhe run; only know, That it made ſuch a deep Impreſ- 
ſion upon her Spirit, that ever alter, at the Sight of thele Men, tho? 
at a Diſtance, a pannick Ho:rour and Trembling ſeized her whole 
Body. Nor was ſhe able to maſter that Paſſion, tho' her Husband 
uted many Arguments to that Purpoſe ; So that he was neceſſitated 
to ſend her into Edinburgh, ſtay ing himſelf at Lithgom, till he diſpoſed 
of his Family | 

Any Wile Man will think, the Council ought to have ſent one of 
their Number, io have commanded theſe barbarous Mea to carry 
more diſcreetly to a Gentlewoman, a Stranger, one known by all in 
that Place, to be exceeding ſickly and tender, and under Phyſicians 
Hands for a long time: 15 f 
It might alſo have been expected, that ſome Regard ſhould have 
been had to her on the account of her Fur then Captain Van 
Beeſt, in Colonel Ramſays Regiment, now Lieutenant-Colonel, who 
feared not to hazard his Liſe at Klicranky, was fore wounded, ta- 
ken Priſoner, and lay long in the Blair of Athol. His very Mortal 
Enemies ou = great —_— m_ on Mr. Kirkwood's 
account, particularly g/exauder Robertſon of Straan, having been“ 
his Scholar, carried moſt kindly to the Captain, while Priſoner, 
and acted very effectually for his Liberation, preferring him to his 
own Relations. But here's a Nero, and worſe, That perſecuted his 
Malter for Treaſon, the Proyolt his for no Fault; unleſs to go to the 
Houle of GOD be one. 

And belides, was it not a moſt cruel and barbarous AR, to thruſt 


to the Door, after ſuch a manner, Six innocent Children, almoſt 


naked; one poor Infant that never ſpake Good nor Evil, was hurried 
out with the reſt. Another, a Step above that, run the ſame Fate: 

A Third, a Degree beyond theſe two, that had been a whole Lear 
under the Cure of Phyſicians from Edinburgh and cliewhere, uu | 
| E2 
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ſo extenuated, that it would have pitied an Heart of Stone, to ſee 
her ſit by the Fire- ſide, was moſt violently thruſt out of Doors, to 
bath in the froſty Air of the cold Winter. O the hight of Barbarity! 
When the Mother would have caſt a Blanket about the Child, ſhe 
was not permitted. : | ': I 
Nor can it be pretended, that the Condition of this Infant was un- 
' Kknownto the Council; for many of them had ſeen her, and it was 
ff ,. repicienred to them in Council: And Bailie Higgins, who ptoſeſſes 
vo little Skill in that Art, as in many others, had been ſeeing her a 
Day before, and not only preſcribed, but gave ſome things for her 
Recovery. But 600 was pleaſed a little thereatter, otherwiſe to 
'. diſpoſe of that innocent Babe, and to take her to Himſelf, far be- 
* yoad the reach of ſuch cruel and unjuſt Men, who would not ſuffer 
tender Hearted Parents to caſt tome of their own Cloarhs about 
their own lick Child, ſnatched from a warm Fire out to the Cold of 
Winter, 

When Mr. Ky7rkwood, his Spouſe, Children and Servants, were all 
thus turned out; the Cruelty and Malice of the Magiſtrates did not 
reſt there, but immediately commanded their Officers to hail him to 
cloſe Priſon,and to ſhut him up in a Room with a Country Webſter, 

His Wite, poor diſttefſſed Woman, was left ſtanding below a Stair, 
hiding herſelf from the gazing Multicude, with her fix Children, not 
'' Knowing whether to go for Shelter, But that which moſt troubled 
her, was, ſhe knew not what length the Fury and Rage of theſe Law- 
leſs Men might lead them to do with her Husband ; for if once Men 
aſs the Bounds of Law and Reaſon, there's no end of their violent 

N ings, but to run whitherſoever blind Paſſion leads them. She 
had heard of the Provoſt's threatning to turn him out of the Town 
by the Hand of the Haggman: Her Thoughts run on that, and wor ſe 
too; When ſhe came to the Priſon Window, ſhe ſaw him walking 
up and down with his Neighbour, the other Gentleman, the Web- 
fter, but could not get acceſs, as it her Husband had been guilty 
of fome atrocious Crime; which is contrary to the Cuſtom of that 
Burgh; in caſe of Burgeſſes, ſuch as Mr. Kirkwood is. Aſtzrwards, 


in- 
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indeed, by the Interceſſion of a Gentleman, Friends were permitted 
to ſee him. | = 

This violent and cruel Uſage he and his Family met with, was 
not without a ſecret Deſign, as was known thereatter ; for the Of- 
ficers, as they were dragging Miſtreſs Kiriwood to the Door, When 
{he moſt earneſtly begg'd them to ſuffer her to put fome Cloat tits 
on herſelf and Children, told her ſhe was preſently to return again 
to her Houſe, And Bailie Higgins allo ſaid to her the Day after, 


being Sabbath, lying in his Bed, in the Morning, when {the went 


.. 
- 
- # 


to him, and, with Tears, beſought ſome Favour of him; I did nor 
think, ſaid he, your Husband ſhould havelynein Priſon a quarter of 
an Hour, | | | 

Ihe Myſtery is this, as will further appear from what they did 
on Monday thereafter; they fancied their Violence and Cruelty 
would compel him to yield to their Deſire, by ſubſcribing a Di- 


miſſion : Whereas this barbarous Uſage and Club-law, had the con. 


trary effect on him. It hardened his Heart, and made him abhor 
their Ways. One fair Word would have prevail'd more with him than 
all their Violence and Oppreſſioa, 


- 


Atter he had been ſome Hours in Priſon, he ſent for the Town 
Cleck, to enquire at him, who ordered his Impriſonment; and wheres, 


fore it was done. I know not, replied the Clerk, What, ſaid Mr. 


Kirkwood, Is a Buſineſs of this Nature done in Face of Council, and 


you their Clerk fitting with them, ignorant of it? Is there nothing 
recorded in the Minutes ? Nothing at all of it in the Minutes, replied. 
theother. 


At Night Mrs, Kjrkwood very earneſtly did beſeech the Magi 


ſtrates to give her out of her awn Houſe ſome of the Meat that wa 
a preparing for Dinner (no queſtion overboil'd, and the Biſhop's 


Foot, as we ſay in Scotland, at the Bottom of the Pot) and Cloaihs - 


for herſelt and Husband to ly on in Priſon, and for her Childrea and 
Servants, who were ſeparated into 4 ſeveral Houſes, it being no ve- 
ry caſy thing to get Cloaths tor young Children, This fo juſt and 
reaſonable a Requeſt was flatly denied by them, ſo inhumane and 


cruel < 
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cruel (for to call them unjuſt is * good an Epithet) were they. This 
is a nother little Inſtance of their Club- law. 
Let let us not rob them of that Juſtice, which is due to them, tho? | 
it be but little, or rather a Shadow of it, if not Injuſtice it ſelf. They | 
ſent indeed Jerome Hunter their Treaſurer to Priſon, to tell Mrs. Kirk. 
wood that they refuſed to give either Meat or Cloaths out of the Houſe jj 
on her Requeſt; but if her Husband would petition for it, they were 
„ready and willing to give as much as he pleaſed of any thing in the 
i Houſe. Mr. Kyrkwood replied, he would do any —_ of that kind, 
providing it did not prejudice his Cauſe depending before the Lords, 
nor wrong the Inſtruments he had taken, and deſired a Notar might 
be ſent for on that Head. And yet this ſo juſt and reaſonable a Pro- 
poſal was rejected; fo that it is evident to all the World their Deſign 
was only to enſnare him, E I | 

- ?Tis not altogether unworthy the Relation to tell here, how he, 
tho? in no very merry Fit, drol'd a little with the Treaſurer, telling 
him, if the Magiſtrates would not take Pity on him and his Family, 
who were Rational Creatures, like themſelves; yet they might ſhew 
' ſome Mercy to the harmleſs Hens and Chickens he had in his Houſe, 
that were no queſtion ſtarving for Hunger; he deſired they would 
either kill and eat them, or elſe feed them, ſince they would not give 
him them. | 

Thus he and his Wife lay in a cold wide Room, on the Floor, all 
Saturday and Sanday Nights. On Monday, about g in the Morning, the 
Provoſt ſent the Officers to tell him to provide an Houſe within an 
Hour to put his Furniture in. My Furniture, ſaid he to the Officers, 
is in my owp Houſe, and I have no mind to remove it. | 
When they had carried back this Anſwer to the Provoſt, he ſends 
them again, with new Orders, that he ſhould go out of Priſon to lee 
his Goods ejected. You may tell the Magiſtrates, ſaid Mr, Kzrkwood, 
that I refuſe to go out of Priſon, till I know wherefore Pm put in; 
and whether or not I'm free when I go out. The Officers carry back 
this Meſſage, and return with a third, telling him, the Magiltrates 
refuſe to anſwer any of thoſe Queries ; and that they were now _ 
| mande 
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manded, if he would not come out willingly, to force him. On all 


which 4 Heads, he having a Notar by him, took Inſtruments, 


Thus he was drag'd out of his own Howie co Priſon, and cut of it 
to his Houſe again. This looks I ker a Romance than a Law-Plea ; 
and would be a very fit SubjeQ tor a Comedy, if it coul end well, 

When they brought him co his own Door, he there lees 8 Men 


(of which the Deacon of the Wrights, a Member of the Council, was 


one) (ſtanding ready with Hammers, and other Iaſttuments, fit for e- 
jecting of his Goods, He told them, that what they were to do was 
againit all Law and Juſtice; and contrary to the expreſs Order and 
Sentence of the Lords ot Seſſion, duly intimated to the Town; that 
it was an high Crime and Riot, and chat he would purſue both the 
Magiſtrates and them for ſuch Injuſtice and Violence. With theſe 
and the like Words the poor Men were ſo terrified, that they return 
ed back tothe Provoſt and Bailies, and told what Mr. Kirkwood had 
ſaid. Yet fo little Reſpet had the Magiſttates to the Laws of this 
Kingdom, that they both contemned the Authority of the Lords of 
Seſſion, and feared not what Puniſhment the Lords of Their Maje- 


ſties Secret Council might inflit upon them tor fo high a Riot. And 


therefore they ſent them back with treſh Orders to break open what 
Doors, Preſſes and Trunks were faſt in the Houſe, and to throw out 
all the Furniture, not into the Cloſs,, which was a Place of ſome So- 
curity, and not very neſty, but into the open Street, a dirty, unſe- 

cure and diſgraceful Place, in View of the World. | 
Thus theſe 8 Men fell to Work, and pull'd down many fine Maps 
and Carts, (above 40) all well illuminated, of the neweſt and beſt 
fort; a great Number of rare Pictures of famous and learned Men; 
many curious Cuis of the Hiſtorical Part of the Scriprures; ſeysral 
Chronological Tables, ſhewing the memorable Perſons and A 
from the Creation to our Days, with many other rare -Inventiony of 
that kind: Which not only were an Ornament to his Houſe, but of 
great Uſe to his Scholars, and others. All thefe were pulbd down 
in a Moment's time, by ignorant and rude Fellows, defign'dly abu- 
ſing them, that Mr. Kirkwood might cede from his Right, as you ſhall 
preſemly hear. They threw out into the Streets 1800 W - 
| Oole 


. 
looſe Sheets, printed at London, Ss a great many Loam-Veſlels of 
ſeveral forts, much fine Porcelain, many Bottles and Glaſſes,” and 
Things of that Nature, which could not but be all, or molt of them 
broken, being hurried out in great haſte, and thrown down in 
Heaps. It were needleſs to tell,how they pull'd from the Walls the 
Hangings of Beds and Chambers, and threw them cut into the Streets; 
broke into Pieces fine Dutch Preſſes, and other good Furniture; 

The preceding Magiſtrates uſe to boaſt, and have Reaſon ſo to 
do, that they built the beſt Houſe in Scotland for their Schoolmaſter, 
and the preſent may be aſhamed they ſpoil'd it of the beſt Furniture, 
This Mr. Kirkwood dare ſay without Vanity, or ſpeaking beſides the 
Truth, that he had the beſt Furniture in his Houle of any of his Em- 
ploy in the Kingdom, having almoſt all his Goods from Holland and 
London. | | 

Mrs. Kirkwood ſent twice to the Magiſtrates, earneſtly begging 

they would give her ſome little Time (a Quarter, or halt an Hour) 

to put up ſmall Things into Cheſts or Coffers, (for the large Preſſes 
being carried out in Pieces, the Goods, that were in thein, were 
alſo caſt out in Parcels) and not getting any Return from them, at 
laſt ſhe went her ſelf to Bailie Higgins, and moſt humbly beſought 
him to grant her ſome ſmall Time tp put her fineſt Things in Coffets. 

Go, faith the Bailie, to the Provoſt, for he does all Things. I cannot 

g0 to him, replied the other with Tears in her Eyes, for he is a fy- 

ricus Man. The Bailie having ſome Compaſſion on a poor diſtreſſed 

Woman, went himſelf and returned with this Anſwer, That he 

would not give her one Minute of Time, unleſs her Husband would 

oblige himſelf peaceably to remove from his Houſe; which, if he 
would do, he ſhould have ſufficient Time to tranſport his Goods; not 
only Days, but Weeks or Months, if he pleaſed. 
4 With how ſad a Heart this Stranger returned home to her Houle, 
( her Houſe according to Law and Juſtice ; but to be hers only a Mi- 
nute or two in Poſſeſſion) let the World judge. And to comfort her 
a little, ſhe being aſhamed to pals through the publick Street in the 
poſt ure and Dreſs ſhe was in, went and returned by a Lech-Side, 
where ſhe wet her Feet and Legs too. | 1 
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Ik this be not Arbitrary IA, . Kt in its Vigour, or that which: 
Lawiers call Concuſſion, and common People Club-law in its Rigour, 
let the World judge: On Deliga and of Pur poſe ſo to ſpoil and de- 
ſtroy Men's Goods, that you may ſorce them to give you all your 
Will. It were a Pity but ſuch a fine Paſſage, as this, were inſert in 
all the Regiſters of the Kingdom, as a pertinent Inſtance to ſhew Pay: 
ſterity what Concoſ/ion is; for this will do it to the life; And thats a 
Law Term few well underſtand. ' The Word may import as much, 
as if you ſhould take a Man by the two Shoulders, and ſhake him 
terribly, gazing, glowring, and grining in his Face, as if you would 
worry him, till he promiſe willingly to give you his Purſe, 

But to go on in our Relation: It can be inſtruted that ſome Goods 
were thrown out at the third and, fourth Story; ſome into the Church 
Yard, which were carried away by People, and never afterwards: 
ſcen : So that beſides the great Hurt and Dammage the Goods ſu- 


ſtained by this Ejection, the Embazlement and Stealing is very con- 


ſiderable. How can it be otherways? Either if you conſider how eas, 
ſy this is to be done by the Ejectors themſelves, being but poor Men, 
permitted to do what they pleaſed, in a Houle where all Things 
were lying open in a Conſuſion; or by theſe that came in, out of 
Curiolity, if not for worſe; ſor there was none to. look over them, 
eee e who was there kept Priſoner in his owa Houſes 
nor could he be in 3 or 4 Rooms at once: And tho' he had been al- 

ways in the Room with theſe Men, and ſeen them go to the Door, 
with Goods; yet he knew-not whether they carried them to the 
Street, or put them into their Pockets by the Way. Oc, if it he con- 
ſideted, how the Goods lay here and there ia many little Parcels vp, 
and down the Street, not only all the Day, hut a good part, il not. 
moſt of the Night; and many People, as at ſuch Occaſions is ordi- 
nary, flocking to ſee Things of that kind. Nor can any particular 
Perſon be challenged for what is wanting, the Goods being carried 
thence by noi a few into ſavetal Neighbour's Houſes, and there thrown 


oQ 


down ina Conſuſion. To mention no more, M U Kjrky 04 A. 
Beginning of the Ejection ſeeing a Fellow, carrying out his, Ni 
C 


Gown,. askt him, what he had done with a. Silver Claſp, or, Bu 


ry 
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that was in its Belt. He faid it had none when he took it up to carry 
it out. So whether he or another ſtole it, tis uncertain; . $4 

When theſe 8 Men had wrought from 10 Hours till about 6 at: 
Night, and yet all the Goods were not carried out, (for Mr. Kirk. 
mood 's Study or Cloſet was that Day left entire, and reſerved for anew- 
Riot, 2s you ſhall hear in its Place) he enquired at the Officers, if 
he was yet their Priſoner ? - They told him, they did not know; but 
he was to wait there, until all the Goods were carried off the Street 
ito Houſes, and then they were ordered to go to the Provoſt to ask 
what to do with him. He and his Wife having faſted. the whole Day, 
(for the Officers would not tuffer him to go any where to get Meat) 
Went into a Neighbour's Houſe, hard by their own, to refreſh themes 
ſelves, and not finding Meat ready there, and the Officers having 
withdrawn a little from that Houſe, he ſlip't out and went up to the 
Palace, about 20 or 30 Paces only diſtant, a Place of Security, being 
a Sanctuary, into which the Town's Officers dare not (at leaſt ought 
not ſet their Foot: W here he took the Freedom even in the Earl of 
Lielgo's Abſence, not only to ſhelter himfelf, but to call for ſome 
Met and Drink; and a Bed for ſome Hours. About-2 or 3 in the 
Morning, by the Help of the Moon, he came ſtepping through Dub 
„ agd Mire (for he kept not the common Road, for fear the Provoſt's 
4 Hounds ſhould have catcht him) into Edinburgh, without Coat, 
', Cloak or Staff; for he knew not what was become of them, nor in 
hat Houſe to cauſe ſeek them. 5 

- Thos he eſcaped aut of Friſon, and yet did not break it; got from 
the Hands of the Officers, yet run not from them; for he ſaw none 
ol them hen he went up to the Palace. . While he was very buſy 
with a Diſh of good Collops'in the Earl's Houfe, one of the Servants 
comes running, telling, the Officers were going up end.:down like 
diſtracted Men, crying, What wil we do? What will we do? the Provoſt 
will lay , Yea, ſuch was the Boldneſs of thefe Fellows, that they 
eame in to Mr. Kjrkwood, ſaying, The Bailies would ſpeak but one 


When he had come to Edinburgh, and given an Account to his 
|| Agyacates and orhers, of ihe cruel Ufage he 2nd his Family had Wet 
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up a Bill, and preſented it to the Lords. And now it was thought fit 


wood was lying in Prion in Lithgo ; or in the next to ſee.him_ walking 


diſtracted, as to act down-right contrary to their Sentence, ſubſcribed 


— 
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with from the Town, they told bim, it was a more atrocien Cum 
than the Lords of Seſſion could puniſh, and properly belonged to the 
Secret Council. And therefore his Advocates adviſed bim to ſeek 


back from the Clerk that Bill which was given in to the Lords of 


Seſſion, complaining of the Riot committed on the Scar day; far” he 
had written of it to his Advocates tom Pri ſon, and they had draun 


to take it back, there being a ne Ground of Complaint of the Riot 

done on the Monday thereafter, to be added to it. tt) 
Whether it was Matter of greater Aſtoniſhment to the Lords of 

Seſſion, Advocates, and many Hundreds of other People ( for! the 


Report run through the City, as if it had been put by Tuck of Drum) 


in one Hour; yea to ſome leſs than a Minute, to hear that Mr, Kirk- 


at the Croſs of Edinburgh, is not eaſy to tell. Ia his own Hearing 
one ſays to his Comrads, Poor Mr. Kirkwood is lying in. Priſon in 
Lithgo ; for there's a Bill given in to the Lords about it this Day. The 

Words were not well out of his Mouth, when Mr. Kirkwood accofts - 
them with, Jour Servant, Gentlemen. ' At which they were no leſs 
terrified, thanif they had ſeen his Ghoſt, fleeing backward; as if he 
would have devoured them. In .a Word, had he.return'd aket ) 
Years Captivity among the Turks, he could not have reteived a 
more hearty Welcome; and been more troubled with Queſtions: One 
asking, Wherefore was you put into Priſon? Another, How got you 
out? And tho” all were very ſorry tot hear of:the.-Barbarous Uſage 
he and his Family had met with, yet the graveſt af them, and: his 
greateſt Friends could not contaia themſelves from laughing at the 
odd Circumſtances of the Story. The Lords, who had concloded 
for Certainty, that the Town dur ſt not meddle with him about at 

thing that was tabled before them, when his Bill (about his Impri 
ſonment only) was given in to them, thought either he had given 
them ſome provoking Language, or committed ſome extravagant 
Action. They could not imagine the Town would have been fo 


by one of their own Number, and duly intimated to them. But be 
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was more cautious and cireumſpect, than to do or ſay anything that 
might give them Advantige that Way. Barnt Bairns Fire dread, 
as We ſa y. He was already fined in 200 Merks for a Word, of which 
in its Place; and there ſore laid Bonds on himſelf, while he was be- 
ſore them at Court or Council, to keep a good Tongue; tho' very 
olten he met with great Provocations, no queſtion of Defign to ex- 
tort ſome Words from him. To pals all the reſt, let us by the Way 
only mention theſe three. | CO Fant of nl: COM 
On the 25th of December 1689 the Provoſt in Face of Council threats 
ned to turn him out of the Town by the Hand of the Hangman. 
Thus, when others were making merry with their fat Gooſe Pyes, 
and delicate Diſhes, poor Kirtwood was amuſed with terrible Threats. 
On the 28th of that Month, as he was going out of the Council- 
Houſe, the Provoſt cry'd with a loud Voice, Hurry him out, harr 
him out, tho' there were no Officers in the Room to do it) which 
made Mr. Kirkwood turn and ſay, Gentlemen, I take you all Wit- 
neſſes, that the Provoſt without any Cauſe commands me to be hur. 
Fied out ol Council. But tis not done, ſaid one Robert Story). No 
Thanks to the Provoſt, replied Mr. ir -αͥ ai. 
On the 4th of Jana 1690 the Provoſt ſpeaking to Mr. Kirkwood, 
_eal'd him Sirrahb. What Compellation (ſaid the othet) would you 
give a Boy, that ſhould come in beſore you from keeping Sheep, with 
a Blanket and a Pair of Hoggers on his Legs? for lower you - cannot 
go: And to uſe that Word, Sirrah, to one that has been ſo long your 
Matter, and in ſuch an Office in the Place 15 Years, is to rub a Stain 
om your (elf, and not an me. Ltaught you Engliſh, Latin and ſome 
7: 3 tis not amiſs I teach you ſome Morals alſo, Ir 
 would-ſeem your Lordſhip has forgot that Saying of the Heathen 
Philoſopher, Honor eſt in honorante? He that giveth Honour, is. the 
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A true Account of another very ſtrange 
Riot committed by 'the Town, on the 
5th of March 1690. 


F ever that Scots Proverb, Once wood, and ay the | worſe, was 
verified, you'll find itgin this Buſineſs. Any Body would have 
thought that the Checks and Rebukes the Town met with from 


their Advocates:and others, ſhould have ſcarr'd them from falling 


into the like Ads thereafter. But, tis true, the wiſe Man ſaith, 
Prov. 27. 22. ao : 9 
For the better under ſtanding of this ſa wild a Riot, be pleaſed to 


know, that, when Mr. Kjrkwood wrote from Priſon to his Advo- 
cates, he wrote to my Lord Advocate, tho? imploy'd by the Town, 
humbly repreſenting to his Lordſhip, that tho' in Civil Pleas, be 


eompear'd for them; yet now he behoved to turn Sail, and ſtrike in 
with him in Matters of Riot. On the 12th of February, when Me. 
Kirkwood was came to Edinburgh, he meets with his Lordſhip on the 
Stairs, as he was coming out of the Counteſs of Kizcardin's Lodging: 
We are well met, faith my Lord, I received your Letter, I know ͥ̃ 


your whole Affair; they are wild People you have do do with; T 
would adviſe you to leave them. Will you accept of 50 Pounds 


Sterling, and paſs from this Riot of impriſoning you; and be pay'd 
up to Gap = or Salary, School-wages, and any thing elſe that is 
due you as School-maſter : And beſides, they will paſs the Finey for 
now they fear you. You need not doubt, but you will get a Place, 
Alas, my Lord, replied Mr. Kirkwood, I find you know not all my 
Buſineſs. That they did on Saturday, is but Bairns-play, by what 
they did Yeſterday. Fifty Pounds, my Lord! many Fifties will not 


repair my. Loſs, l'm ruined. They have thrown all T have, out in- 


lo-the:open Street, broken and deitroyed every thing. They are: 


CET»- 
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certsinly gone mad, ſaid my 41 lifting up both 'his Hands ; and 
with that run away. X | 

The Day following, Mr. Kirkwood went to the Seſſion-houſe, and 
as he was entering Within the Bar of the Outer-houſe, Mr, Stuart 
meets him with a Smile, and very cordially takes him by the Hand, 
faying, I wiſh this Buſineſs *ewixt the Town and you were taken a- 
way. It might have been taken away, before it came this length, | 
replied Mr. Kjrkwood, if you had not ſtood in the Gap. Will you 
now reſer it to my Lord Advocate, ſaid Mr. Stuart. When did it 
at the Bar before the Judge, anſwered Mr. Kirkwood, you oppoſed 
it? With this he again takes him by the Hand, and leads him to 
my Lord Advocate, who was fitting at a very little Diſtance, Mir. 
Kirkwood, faith Mr. Stuart, will refer this Buſineſs betwixt the Town 
and him, to your Lordſhip. I have no will of ſuch a Task, replied 
my Lord, Mr. Stuart ſaid ? again to Mr. Kjrkwood, will you refer 
your ſelf abſolutely ro my Lord. Such is the Deference I bear to 
his Lordſhip, replied Mr. Krkwood,that I would not fear to do it: In 
ſhort, a Meeting is there appointed to be the next Day, in my Lord 
Advocate's Chamber, twint 7 and 8 in the Morning; or, that failing, 
at 2 in the Afrernoon: The Provoſt, firſt Bailie, and Town-Treaſurer 
being then in Edinburgh. WES 4 
There is you ſee a great Change in Mr. Stuart, by what there 
was ſome Weeks before; You know, when my Lord Advocate firſt 
compeared at the Bar, he adviſed the Judge to call both Parties to 
his Chamber, and take away this Plea in an amicable manner: 
But Mr. Sraart oppoled it, and ſaid it could not be taken away but 
by the Determination of the Lords, having come ſo great a length. 
And certainly Mr: Kirkwood had now by far juſter Ground to have 
anſwered Mr. Staart in his own Words, and told him that Things 
were now come to ſo great a hight, that they could not be taken a- 
way, but by the Determination and Sentence, not only of the Lords 
of Seſſion, but alſo of the Lords of their Majeſties Privy-Council. 
He is, it ſeems, convinced now, what an unjuſt Cauſe he is ſuſtain- 
ing, and what fort of People, they are, that imploy him. He alſo 


| maid 


3 ( 39 ) 

ſaid (and 'tis s Wonderjthey were mad, he was not able to bear them 
up any longer. | = | | 

The Provolt, it would ſeem; fearing to refer himſelf abſolutely 
to my Lord Advocate, kept neither of the Appointments. All that 
this Baſineſs came to, was, that Mr. Stuart call'd Mr. Kirkwood to 
his Chamber; and offered him 500 Merks, and to pay all Bygones, 
and paſs the Fine, if he would dimit. This Mr. Kirkwood politive- 
ly refuſed ; but ſaid he would refer himſelf ſolely: to my Lord Advo. 
cate; or ifhis Lordſhip ſhould refuſe to determine the Plea himfelf, 
to him and any of his own Advocates ; and that either my Lord 
Foantainhall or Philiphaugh be O'rſman. - The Provoſt, ſaid Mr. Sta- 
art, will not ſubſcribe an abſolute Submiſſion, but here's' one with 
ſome Qualificatioas ; which it you pleaſe, you may hear me read. 
He was not well begun, when Mr.Kjrkwood cried, ſtop, Mr. Stuart, . 
I have enough of it: Ex ungue Leovem, | 

This Submiſſion, the Town had drawn up, which Mr. Krkwood - 
was to ſubſcribe,did contain ſuch tidiculdus aad abſurd Conditions, 
that he would as ſoon have his Finger cut off, as put his Hand to 
them. One was, That he ſhould acknowledge that it was in the 
Town's Power to remove him at their Pleaſure. This he palitively 
denies to be in their Power, and yet they will have him conſeſs it is; 
yea, and-which 1s more, to give it under his Hand. Now, ſuppoſe 
he ſhoutd play the Hy pocrite, and both ſay it and ſubſcribe it; it 
will not follow, that they have that Power, becauſe he affirms it: 
'Tis a far better Topick, (tho' not a Demonſtration) The Fiſteen 
Lords have declared by their Interlocytor, (12th of December) The 
Town cannot remove Mr; Kirkwood from his Office, or his Houſe, for 
that Cauſe, after that manner, and at that Time they bave done it. And 
ſhall he give out an Interlocutor, contrary to that of the Lords? 

Mr. Stuart being convinced ot the Abſurdity of this Clauſe, de- 
fired-to read on, ſaying the Town would paſs from that Point. But 
Mr. Kzrkwoed ſeeing it to no purpole, unleſs the Town would fub- 
ſcribe. an abſolute Submiſſion, in the tame Terms he did, took his 
Leave, and went away. This was all the length that: Appointment 
came 10... Only Mr. K/rkwood delivered his Submiſſion W 
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ed to his Lordſhip, telling him he would ſubſcribe it in theſe, or 
any other Terms his Lord{hip pleaſed, providing the Town did the 
like. | - — = . 

On the 19th of February, the Cauſe is again debated at the Bar, 
Commiſſary Dalrymple beginning with thete Words to Mr. Starr, 


Why did you eject me out of wy Houſe ? Why did you impriſon me? Why 


did you caſt all my Goods out into the open Streets, Mr. Stuart poſi- 
tively retuſed to gaſwer to any of theſe Points, ſaying, he would on. 
ly debate on that Head, the Lords in their laſt Interlocutor, had 
ordained to be diſcuſt, viz. Mhether or not it is in the Town's Power 
to remove Mr. Kirkwood at Pleaſure ? That's not to be queſtioned; 
Tis in their Power, ſaid the Commiſſary, with a Smile. 1t in. 
deed, added, Mr, Kirkwood, Ia eoram potentia, ſed non poteſtate : 
They have a Natural, Over-maſtering Power; but they have not 
a Civil, Legal and Juſt Power, to remove me at Pleaſure 
It were tedious to ſet down here, all that was ſaid Pro and Con. 
Only let us tell, that Mr. Saart being ſore pinch'd with the Com- 
miſſary's Arguments, did acknowledge the Town had not Power to 
Deprive their School. maſter of his Office, but they had to Dimit 
him. Boch the Judge and Advocates, ſaid they did not underſtand 
that Diſtind ion, "twixt 4eprivative and dimiſive Power. The De. 
ptivative, ſaid. Mr. Stuart, is ſo to put him away, that he cannot 
ſet ve elſe where; this the Town has not. Dimiſſive is only to re- 
move him from his Office in that particular Place, he till being 
capable of ſerving elſewhere. After a ſhort Laughter at this Diſtin. 
tion, it was reply'd by the Judge himſelf, That it was Petitio;Prin- 
cipit , a meer begging of the Queltion, . They deſired him to prove, 
the Town had that Dimiſſive Power; ſo that this Diſtin ion: was 
a meer Quibble about Words, and made nathing to the Purpoſe. 
After the Debate was over, my Lord told both Parties, he would 
report the Cauſe on the z5th of that Month: But the Se ſſian being 
to riſe on the 28th, no Report was made; only, as Cuſtom is, his 
Lordſhip ſubſcribed the Minutes: And here Matters ſtand 't Wixt the 
Town” and Mr. Kirkwood, on the laſt of February 1690, as to Civil 
Law; but as to Club-Law, it is, as follows, „ A 
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returns Home to Lithgow, without any Fear from the Town; for m 

Lord Advocate had told him, he was ſure they would meddle no 
more with him ; that they were now fully convinced of their illegal 
and unjuſt Courſes, Yet he was not well ſettled in Lithgow, when 
on the firſt of March, about g in the Morning, an Officer comes from 


the Council, about a quarter of an Hour after it met, with Orders 


he ſhould come immediately to it. He expecting no ſuch Meſſage, 
was ſitting in his Night-gown,trimming himſelf; he told the Officer 
he would wait on them within a little, The Fellow went to the 
Council, (for he had not 30 Paces to go) and returned in great haſte, 
ſaying, The Provoſt and Bailies wonder you come not to them at 
their Call. *Tis their Fault, replied Mr, Kirkwood, not mine. If 1 
had been cited co compear before them, or acquainted a little ſooner, 
I ſhould have waited on them, and not they on me. Now, they 
muſt either let me ſtay here at Jericho, till that part of my Beard, 
which is taken off, grow like the reſt, or give me Time to take off 
the whole. I hope, they mind not to affront me, as Hanum did Da- 
vid's Meſſengers. Did you not tell the Council what I was doing: 
Idid ſo, ſaid the Officer, Why do they wonder then, ſays Mr. Kirk- 
wood ; ſhall J for haſte, make a Window in my Cheek, as the Man 

did: Perhaps *tis for this they urge me fo. 
After he had tem pted the Council's Patience a pretty while, at 
length he compears, As he was entering the Room, the Provoſt 
cried with a very loud Voice, Come forward Schoolmaſter; for he 
had gotten ſuch a check ſor ſaying Sirrah betore, that he held off that; 
and as for Sir, it ſeems he thought him unworthy of it. School- ma- 
ter I am, replied Mr. Kirk mood, and ovght ſo to be call'd, till the 
Lords of Seſſion determine the contrary. The Council orders you, 
ſaid the Provoſt, againſt Taeſda) next, to remove all you ha ve in your 
Study, and io deliver the Key to our Treaſurer, This was on Se- 
turday, The Study and whole Houſe is mine, replied Mr, Kir mocd, 
as lam dchodd-mabbler; and til} will be, until either the Lores decide 
the Plea twixt you and me; or I voluntarily dimit: You are not 
now Judges in this Plea, but Parties; tis before a higher Judicature, 
G | © 
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After the Seſſion we riſcn, on the leſt of February, Mr, Kirkwood 
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to Which you are no. leſs ſubject, than I am in this Debate. The 
Lords have put a (top to any thing you can do: You are not to 
meddle with mein this Affair, unleſs you refolve to fight againſt them, 
and to trample their Authority under your Feet; for 'tis not 1 you 
have to do with, but they, who have eſpouſed my Quarrel, the ſu- 
Yreme Judges of the Kingdom, the Lords of Council and Seſſion, 


and the Authority by which they are ſettled. If you will not re. 


move your Goods willingly, replied the Provoſt, we ſhall do it by 
Force. You may do that on your Hazard, ſaid Mr. Kirkwood, and 
{o left him. | * 

© On Tueſaay thereafter, John Smith and Thomas Main Bailies, and 

om Hunter Treaſurer,with the Four Officers, went to the School - 
houte, and from thence ſent George Moorhead, one of the Officers, to 
Mr. Kirkwood, being in his hired Houle, to require the Key of his 
Cloſet. He told the Officer, he had refuſed in Face of Council, on 
Saturday, to deliver up that Key; and much leis now, will he do it 
tothe Bailies, for the Reaſons he then gave. The Officer being re- 
turned back to them with this Anſwer, is ſent back again with new 
Orders; either to get the Key, or carry him to Priſon, He took not 
much time to deliberate about this Matter, but very frankly told, he 
would far rather go to Priſon, than deliver up the Key. While he 
is putting himſelf in a fit Poſture for Priſon, the Officer ſlips away, 
and tells the Bailies, that Mr. Kirkwood ſeem'd very willing to go to 
Priſon. As he is going towards it (not being 10 Paces diſtant from 
it) he meets another Officer (James Sewers) with Orders to carry 
him to the Bailics. I'm going to Priſon, ſaid Mr. Kirkwood to the 
Officer. You muſt not go, ſaid the other. I will go, replied Mr. 
Kirkwood, You ſhall not, ſaid the other; and with this they began 
to ſtruggle: A very wonderful Scene of Affairs, to ſee an Officer 
drive a Man from Priſon; and he to run to it, whether the other 
weill or not. After a little Conteſt, he asks the Officer, if he had 
any Warrant from the Bailies for what he ſaid, more than the other 
Officer. who had Orders to carry him to Priſon, if he delivered not 
up the Key. Why was he obliged to believe the one more than the 
other, ſince both their Orders were but verbal. At laſt, Come Fel. 
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low, faith he, I'll debate no more, let us go along to the Bailie's: 
Being come to them, they again require the Key, He refuſes,upen - 
the Reaſons he gave in Council. Next, he ask'd them, whether by 
their own Order, or the Council's, they commanded the Officer to 
carry him to Priſon: We gave no ſuch Orders, ſaid they. Your 
Officer, replied Mr, Kzrkwood, brought them to me. He has done 
it of his own accord, ſay they. Did you not, ſaith Mr. Krkwood, tur- 
ning himſelf towards the Officer, bring me theſe Orders? I did fo, 
replied the other. And did the Bailies command you fo to do? faith 
Mr. Kjrkwood, They did indeed, replied he, and that in their Gght 
and audience. | . 5 

This is a very odd Paſſage, and well deſerves a Remark. Me. 
Kirkwood has an Inſtrument to verify the Truth thereof, Whether 
the Bailies or Officer be guilty of the Breach of the Ninth Com- 
mandment, they know belt themſelves, and let others make con- 
jecture. Nor was it a Miſtake in the Officer, for three of them 
affirm'd the thing. 2 
Next, he enquired at the Bailies, if they had any other thing to 
do with him. Nothing at all, ſaid they, except that again we re. 
quire you-to deliver the Key of your Study. And I again refuſe it, 
replied he. Be not ſtiff, ſaith the Treaſurer. Be not you unjuſt, re- 
plied Mr, Kirkwood, Why call you me unjuſt, ſaid he? Becauſe 
you would force a Man to give you what's not yours. This Houſe is 
mine, as the Town's Treaſurer, ſaid he. If you mean in Property, 
replied Mr. Kirkwood, I grant it; as a legal Poſſeſſor, I deny it; for 
in that Senſe 'tis mine. Tho' we will not imprifon you, ſaid Bailie 
Main, yet you deſerve it: Upon what ground, Bailie; anſwered 
Mr. Kirkwood : For your Pervicacy, ſaid th' other, IT was onde your 
Maſter, replied Mr. Kirkwood, and I think.I muſt be it again; for 
you ſeem not well to underſtand what Pervicacy is. If all things 
were rightly conſidered, it would be found you are rather Perviea- 
cious in this Matter than I: For a Pervicacious Man is one, that is 
ſo wedded to a thing, that be it right, be it wrong, he will proſe- 


cute it. But I find, Gentlemen, this is a ncedleſs Debate; and there- 


fore farewel. 
G 2 He 
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He had not gone 10 Paces from them, when an Officer comes lf 
running up, and cites him to compear before their Council the Day fl | 
following, under the Pain of 100 lib. Szezs, Where is your War- 
rant, ſaid he to the Officer ; for now Pm not to take your Word, ſince 
you ſay one thing, the Bailies another. Enquire at them, replied 
the Officer, il you will not believe me. 

About half an Hour after this, his Servant going to a Cellar in 
the School-Houſe, of which Be had ſtill kept the Key, one of the 
Officers follows her ia, by Order from a Bailie, and violently takes 
the Key trom her; which gave them acceſs to good Beef, Ale, and 
other Proviſion for their Hauſes. On this alſo he took an Inftru- 
i Mea. 1 | | WES 
HhBeſote we go any further, 'tis not unfit here to give. ſome ſhort 
Account ot the great Trouble and Difficulty Mr. Kirkwood met with, 

in taking Inſtruments. There were none in the Council but Parties, 

and conſequently Enemies; and it was not permitted him to. carry 
in a Notar, or Witneſſes ; and the Town-Clerk either altogether re- 

{uſed to give him the Extract, or, if he did it, it was not in the 

Words he tcok them, as an Inſtrument taken againſt them, 19th 

November 1689, can inſtrud: And particularly on the 16th of that 

Month, when he was taking an Inſtrument, which made very much 

againſt the Town, and for him, the Provoſt cried to the Officers to 
carry him away: At which he ſaid he took Inſtruments, that the 

Provoſt would not permit him to take them. The Council does not 

permit, ſaid the Provoſt. Not the Council, but the Provoſt, replied 

Mr. Kirkwood ; for there is not ſo much as one Word ask'd or given, 

nor one. Word ſpoken on that Head, by any about the Table ; Our 

Silence, ciied one, is as good as our Vote. I cannot record your Si. 

lence, anſwered Mr. Kirkwood; for I know not how to ſpell it. 

That Day he took 3 Inſtruments in Face of Council, but got out 
caly the Extract of one, and that very lame; and therefore he thought 

fit to take a new Method, which was, to write two exact Doubles, 
both ſubſcribed with his own Hand, before he went into the Coun- 
cal, and there he laid both down oa the Table before them, deſiring; 
il they pleaſed, ro compare them, and gave their Clerk his 8 
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of either of them, reſerving the other to himſelf. Tlus did his Turn 
bravely in all Cafes, except preſent Emergencies, for which he knew 
no Remedy. | | 

By this Means he nipt the Council fo ſeverely, that they durſt not 
give out the Exttacts. This forced them to make an AQ, difcharg + 
ing their Clerk to give the Extras of three of this kind, and any 
other he ſhould take thereafter, That ſame Day he took an Inſtru- 
ment upon an Emergency, ſaying to their Clerk, Mr. Bell (for now 
at this preſent Junctute you mult excuſe me if I call you not Clerk) 
I take Inſtruments in your Hands, as Notar Publick, that, &c. Stand 
ou to your Hazard, if you give me not out its Extract. And with 
this he thruſts Inſtrument Money into Mr. Bel/'s Hands; but he flat- 
ly refuſing it, Mr. Kir twood laid it down on the Table before him, 
which the Provoſt took up with his own Hand, and gave it to the 
Officers to drink. But Mr, K/rkwood needs not much care for the 
want of it, being pretty well (tor'd with them Things, for he has 37; 
which forbids the Play. | 1915 „ | 

November 2. 1689, there was a great Conſultation amongſt them, 
what to do with Mr. Kirkwood; ſome were for fining him, and 
that deeply; ſome for impriſoning him; others for milder Courſes. 
The. Reſult was, that Bailie Smith came in the Afternoon with a 
Notar and 4 Officers to Mr. Kirkwood's hired Houſe, and firſt required 
the Key of his Study; then, on the Refuſal, cook Inſtruments, what 
Coſt, Skaith or Dammage the Goods ſhould ſuſtain by being ejeed, 
the Town might not to be liable to refound the ſame. Mr. Kirkwood 
anſwered, That the Plea *twixt the Town and him, being now do- 
pending before the Lords, and ſeveral Stops put to any Execution 
in that Affair, the Town was not in bond fide to meddle in it, till their 
Lordſhips gave a Determination therein. 

Lou may as lawfully go in with a Notar to your Neighbour's 
Houſe, and take Inſtruments, that what Goods you carry out with 
you, you ſhall not be obliged to reſtore, and ſo leave him nothing; 

After the Bailie had taken Inſtruments, Mr. Kirkwood for his bet- 
ter Security deſired to do the lame; but the Bailie would not ſtay 
one Minute for that. End. While this is adoing, the Provoſt is walk - 


ing 


. 
ing at the Croſs in a very odd = as many obſerved; and ſome 
adviiing Mr, Kirkwood to go to him and take Inſtruments againſt 
what they were doing: As he was going to him, being 9 or 10 Paces 
trom him, Chriſtopher Bowman, one of the Officers, comes up in great 
haſte, ſaying, By no means go 'nigh the Provoſt, for he is in 4 Fury, 
With theſe Words he being a little ſurprized, turn'd afide, for he 
thovght the Provoſt had a Sword by him, and he nothing in his 
Hand but a little Piece of Money to give the Notar. The Provoſt}, 
it ſeems, was for Bloody War, Mr. Kirwood only for Civil But fore 
Aoes he now repent he went not up to him, tho? he ſhould have got 
a broken Head. And would it not, think you, have been a good 
Sport to ſee the old Maſter and young Provoſt lug each other at the 
Croſs before ſo many SpeQators? | | tf 
However he thought, if he could not catch Gooſe, he would take 
Gazelirg ; and therefore ſiom the Croſs he purſues with a Notar 
Bailie Smith, who was gone to the School-houſe: There he finds the 


| Baile, James Muckle Deacon of the Wiights, and ſome others, bat- 


t'ring at his Study-door. By what Authority, ſaid he to the Baily, 
dare you break open my Cloſet? At the Command of the Council, 
replied th'other; whereon Inſtruments were taken. et 
Thus all Mr, Kirknood's Books, both what were bound and in 
Sheets (except the 1800 ſpoken of before) all his Papers, of which 
he had many Thouſands, both of his own Compoſure, and done by 
others, with many other Things of very conſiderable Conſequence 
and Worth, were thrown out into the open and dirty Street. 

It can be inſtruQed that the Bailie ſaid, If the Windows had not 
been all faſt with Nails, he ſhould have cauſed the Goods been caſt 
out at them, tho' it was the third Story, 

The next Morning he went to Edizbargh and took a Houſe, where 
he might live with his poor diſtreſſed Wife and Children, at ſome 
more Eaſe, without the Reach oi theſe bloody Canibale. kd 


Cn 
The Concluſion. 


HUS we have given you a true, tho' a very brief and imper- 
ſett Account of that Famous Plea betwixt the Town of Li 


and Mr, Krirkoood, : 


Brief we call it in Compare of what it might be, if all the Parti- 
culars of every Adtion were related. 

ImperfeQ alſo we confeſs it is, in regard Matters are not brought 
to a full Period before the Lords, nor likely will ever now be. 

Laſtly, that it well deſerves the Name of a Famous Plea, none will 
deny that conſiders the vaſt Number of the moſt ſtrange and aggra- 
vating Circumſtances that ever were before ſeen or heard to accom 
pany Matters of this kind. | 

Poſterity no doubt will have much ado to believe, that ſuch wild 
and extravagant Pranks could be done by a Society of People of that 
Character — bear: But the preſent Age can't win over the Faith 
of = many Thouſands, that were Ear and Eye-witneſſes to theſe 
Things. | | , 

For theſe moſt cruel and unjuſt As were not done in private, or 
in a Corner, but openly and avow'dly in Face of the Sun; not by a 
fingle Perſon, nor by a Rabble in a Fury, but by a Society of Men in 
publick Truſt, Members of Council in an Ancient Royal Burgh, met 
in Judgment, a Company cf Gods, as. they call themſelves; Men, 
whole Duty and Office is to protect others from Cruelty and Oppreſ- 
ſion, to be thus themſelves guilty, is a moſt horrid Iniquity : Nor 
was it a ſingle Act perpetrated once or twice, but reiterated again 
and again many times: Nor were they done raſhly or inadvertently; 
but with the greateſt Deliberation imaginable, even after theſe Gods 
were met in Council, and had maturely conſidered Matters, then 
they ated ſo and ſo. And all this was done not to a Stranger or 
Foreigner, but to their Door-Neighbour, their familiar Friend, and 
moſt intimate Acquaintance, yea to a Fellow Burgeſs and Gild-bro- 


ther ; and which is yet more conſiderable, theſe Things were done 
to 


s' 3 
to one who (if we may ſay 05 * deſerved ſo well of his Nation, Ill 
by publilhing to the World ſeveral very uſeſul Works; ſuch as, his Io 
Animacverfiuns on our vulgar Rudiments and Grammar; his Me. Ne. 
thodus Docendi, three Ieparate Grammars, one with the Rules in t 
Proſe, another in Verſe; a third, viz, Deſpauter reviſed, and that at MW jj 
tte Delite of the Committee of Schools and Colleges, tro name no 0 
more. IJBeſe Animadverſions, which ſome are pleaſed to call the 
molt vſclul Piece of all the reſt, at leaſt by Conſequence, did fo won I 
detivily allarm the Grammarians of Scetland, that hardly they knew Wy 
What Way to look. Tv inſtance but one, end that a very learned Wc, 
and knowing Gentleman, Mr. William Cumin Profeflor of Rumani. Is 
ty, and thercaiter of Philoſophy in the College of Edinburgh. This Wai 
Book, we ſay, was ſcarcely come to his Hand, when even in Pre. In 
ſence of ſvme Gemlemen, he cried out, beating on his Rreaſt, O the 
height of Blindneſe! Have 1 bzen teaching the Latin Tongue ſo ma- 
ny Years, and yet did never take Notice of ſuch groſs and palpable 
Elcapes as theſe are; meaning, with inany others, that about atinam 
ama us ero: Or that other ridiculous one, whereby a Boy is forced 
to ſay over again the ſame individual Word in ſtead of another. Da 
alteram vocem, ſays the Maſter. Amemus, again anſwers the Boy: 
With which the Maſter refts well ſatisfied, being ſully, as 'twere 
perſwaded, that Amemus & Amemus ate two diſtinct Words. No- 
thing in Nature can be more a bſurd and ridiculous, than this is, tho 
it ſeems but a Trifle. : | 
If any deſire to know theſe Things more fully and clearly, let him Nee 
enquire for the ſaid Book, printed at Glaſgow 1674; for full Satisfa- Wir 
Gion in this Mattet can't be expected here. He will alſo ſee there a Im 
very long Letter, directed to Schoolmaſters and other learned Men 
in the Nation, Written by the ſaid Mr, Camin in Favours of Mr. Kirk» Wi 
wood and his Works, Many Returns were made to this Letter; but 
how to come by them, may be found to be no eaſy Task. Mr. Kirk- 
wood can produce not a few to theſe he wrote to moſt of the School. 
maſters of Scotland, all of them but too too much applauding his La- 
bours, - | 
A ſecond Circumſtance, which hugely aggravates the 2 | IJ 
| | uilt; 


| (49 ) | 
Goilt, is, that — Enormities were not done out of Ignorance, 


or for want of good 
could afford. The Maſter of Stairs, their Majeſties Advocate, and 


they had done, and adviſed them to do ſo no more. He told them 
the Lord Philiphaugh wrote to them; and who elſe in the World 


was ſo fit to give Advice as he, to whom the reſt of the Lords had 
committed the Cauſe ? Yea, it was more than an Advice; his Lord- 


ſhip ſent them the expreſs Sentence and Interlocutor of all the Lords; 


an Order, as *twere, or Command, abſolutely diſcharging them to 
meddle with Mr. Kyrkwood : which was duly and ſolemnly intimat- 
ed to the Town, and Jaſtruments taken thereon ; (Pag. 25) yet nei- 
ther what the Lord Advocate ſaid, nor what the Lords did, was able 
to prevail with that contumacious and ſtiff- necked Peoples 
We might juſtly be aſhamed thus ſtill to be harping upon one 
String, were it not that too much cannot be ſaid upon this Subject. 
However we humbly beg Liberty to add this one other Circum- 
ſtance, which is worth all that can be ſaid on this Head, and well de- 
ſerves to be eſteem'd the chief Corner-ſtone of this Building; and 


tends exceedingly to exaggerate the above-mentioned wild and un- 


juſt Acts of he Burgh. a 

In ſhort, tis this; They were done to one, that was altogether inno- 
cent, as to what Man can lay to his Charge: He had lived 15 Years 
among them, without the leaſt Stain whatſoever. They did not fo 
much as pretend he was guilty of any Fault, when they thruſt him 
but of his School: Yea, on the contrary, it was ſo far from being 
lone on the account of any Miſdemeanour, that upon juſt Ground 


vas becauſe he would not commit a Fault; for certainly it had been 
a great Crime in him, eſpecially conſidering his Principles, to have 


H the 


\ 


ounſel: No, no; they had the belt the Nation 
the Town's alſo, did once and again ſharply rebuke them for what 


openly at the Bar, ( 19. Febrazry 1690) that they had exceedingly. 
prejudged their Cauſe by their illegal Actings, You kaow what. 


we may ſay, that all the Evil, which has befallen him upon that Score, 


ſorſaken the Church, the publick Place of Worſhip, eſtabliſh'd by 
he Supreme Powers of the Kingdom, and to go to a private Houſe, 
Place only connived at, or at moſt tolzrated, to ſay nothing ot 
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the great Offence it would have given to Perſons of both 
Sides: | | 1 {+8 i» m4 
We muſt not here omit to ſhew you, that after Mr, Kirkwood was 
turn'd out, and another Maſter ſettled in his Place, the 'Town-Coun. 
cil found him guilty of a moſt horrid and dreadful Crime, the like 
perhaps was never heard of before this Time. It indeed made the 
Ears of ſome of the Lords to tingle, when they ſaw it in the Town's i | 
Informations. | | | 10 
The Crime is this: The Town-Council alledging Mr; Kirkwooy 
ſaid, They had done him Injuſtice, did thence infer, that he was 4 Re- 
viler of the Gods of his People: (ol which Pag. 10.) For this Crime 
they fyn'd him in 200 Merks. 7) OE $215 
Now know, that they were due him the equivalent Sum; and ſo 
eaſily paid that Debt, 2 ek 
They aledg'd, we ſay, for it was never made out againft him, nor 
was there any Proceſs in the Matter. But let us ſuppoſe he ſaid it, 
ha ve not the Lords confirm'd it in and again in their Inter locu. 
tors? and why may not he ſay it? Yea he could ſwear before any 
Judge on Earth, that thoſe Men, who take upon them the Title and 
Name of Gods, have done him many cruel Acts of Injuſtice, 
Was it not, think you, a mighty lucky Hit of Providence, that 
the Town's Debt and Mr. Kirkwood's Crime jumpt fo nicely, that the 
very Thought of Man cannot diſcern a Difference. - But what if the 
Debt had been triple, or quadruple more, than it was? That ſays 
nothing; a Crime committed againſt the Gods, being of an infinite; 
Extent, can reach it, tho? never ſo high. 
Yer, let thoſe Gods know, that there are not a few very unde. 
ſtanding and judicious Men, who think *t was-neither great Wit not j 
Prudence in them, to make the Fine preciſely to pay their Hebt; it no 
only palpably bewraying their want of Policy, but isa very ſhrew' 
Evidence of Injuitice. i — rf: 
Wet hope none will think it improper to ſhew here, that Mr. Rl. II 
wood was not ſooner gone from Lithgo to Edinburgh (Marchrogy; but 
immediately ſeveralPerſons of Honour deſired he would ta ke ibeir Som q 
undet his Care; fo that within a ſhort Time he came to have avery I 
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(3 | | 
frequent School, above Sevenſcore of Noblemen and Gentlemen's -| 
Sens... : ; 

In the mean time he had Invitations to ſeveral Places, both with. 
in and without this Kingdom: One, ro be Profeſſor of Humanity in 
the Univerſity of St. Andrew's, and was earneſtly preſt to accept that 
Offer, by Mr. Tallidaf Principal in one of the Colleges there, tho' he 
e very well that Mr. Kir (woods Principles and his differ'd not a 
little. 

The worthy Lady Hilton brought into his School a Call to Dance, 
ſubſcribed by the Heretors of that Pariſh; and ſeeing fo great a 
Number of Scholars, and their Quality, faid, I fear, Mr. Krkwood, 
all my Pains are in vain. | | 

He had alſoa Call to be Profeſſor of Greek and Latin, in the College 
of James-Town in Virginia; and was much ſolicited thereto by Per. 
ſons concerned, or their Agents, particularly by thoſe of my Lord 
Biſhop of London, Patron of the ſaid College. The Encouragement 
was very conſiderable: But ſome Perſons telling Mrs. Krkwood, that 
it was ten to one if the whole Family ſhould go there alive; and when 
they are arrived, commonly they are ſeiz'd on with a Fever, called 
a Seaſoning, of which as many die as eſcape; and what if your Huſ- 
band be one of them, ſaid they, where ate you? So that there was 
a kind of Neceſſity to lay aſide the Thoughts of that Voyage. 

He had a Call alſo (tho' ſome Time after this) to a free School at 
Kimbolton in England, upon very advantagious Terms. His Grace, 
the Primate, had no ſmall hand in that Call. 

The molt worthy and Noble Lady the Counteſs of Roxburgh was 
plealed out of her own Mouth to call him to Ke/ſo; and her Lady. 
ſhip's Father my Lord Marquis of Tweaale, then Lord High-Chan- 
cellour of Scotland, was very preſſing for his accepting that Offer. 

We could mention many other good Occaſions offer'd him, were 
we not haſtning to come to the main and chief one, which infinitely 
ſurpaſſes all the above-named, even tho' they were united in one. 

This is a Call indeed, whereat all the World may ſtand and won- 
der. When it was firſt propos d, he ſtood no leſs amaz d, than if it 
had been told him, all the Rivers were running back again to Theit 

| H 2 Spring, 
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Spring, {rom whence they came. | We read of very many ' ſtrange 
J hings told us by Ovid in his Metamorphoſis, how Men, yea Gods 
themiclves were transformed into the Shape of Beaſts : Acteon, he 
ſays, was for no very great Fault turned into a Hart, and devour'd 
by his own Dogs. Jupiter into a Bull, for his own carnal Ends. But 
thoſe are nothing, if compar'd to what we can tell you. Here bloody 
and rampant Lions,wild and ſavage Boars,cruel and greedy Wolves, 
and Tygets are become harmleſs and innocent little Lambs. In 
Word, Mr. Kirtwood's grand Enemies are now turn'd his greateſt 
Friends : They, who ſome Months ago threatned to put him out of 
the Town by the Hand of the Hangman: They, we ſay, who lately 
told the Lords in their Informations, that he deſerv'd to have his Ear 
fixt to the Tron, are now careſſing him: Now they are ſorry from 
their Hearts for the rude Treatment he met with from them: Now 
they would fend moſt willingly Coaches to fetch back him and his 
Family, whom they lately baniſht out of their Town. 

In plain Terms, the Provoſt and others employ Mr. Be/! Town- 
Clerk, ordering him to ſpeak to Mr, Jobs Park Miniſter of the Goſpel 
at Carrin, and to deſire him ſeriouſly to deal with Mr. Kzrkwood,in or. 
der to get him back again to Liihgo, upon good Terms. oa 
Alter ſeveral Communings upon this Head, at laſt Mr. Park wrote 

the tollowing Letter, Edinburgh, Jane 26. 1691. 147 


SIR, . : 

P Ardivin took Occaſion to ſpeak with me in the Forenoon this Day, ani 
enquired anent the Succeſs of what Will; Bell did communicate to mt 
arent jou; and if pour ſelf ſtand not in the Way, it will be no difficult 
Tat to get you back to Lithgo, «pon good Terms, The Provoſt is nit 
willing to be reputed the firſt Addreſſer, becauſe he thinks it will be to hi 
Diſhcnoar, if you ſhall have that to ſay; and I know that you are 4 ſbort 
Man. Therefore it is conde/cended on, that goa ſhall be at the Croſs 2 
James Hamilton's Shop- door, this Afternoon after the Burial, and that 
the Provoſt (hall be ſtanding thereabout, and that I as Mediator ſhall offer 
4: Meeting betwixt you, that ye may commune together. If this you hear. 

16775 let him know who is Jour Servant, Jo. Park. 
| Mr, 
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this Matter; but that which chiefly mov d him ro, ſtand off, was, 
that he thought him ſelf not only obliged in Juſtice, but bound in Du- 
ty, to ſeek for Reparation of many and great Dammages he had ſu. 
Warned, Ia che mean time, he could not but under Sleeve, laugh 
very heartily at the Propoſals Mr. Park made in the Town's Name, 
acting, he confeſſes, a little the Hy pocrite, in order to expiſcate from 
him the good Terms he ſpeaks of in his Letter, by which the Town 
might prevail to get him back again to Lithgow, which in effect were 
very charming. 


We ſhall ſay no more upon this Head, leaving to all the World to 


vidence, that they confeſs the Injuries they did him: 


Were it not that it would make this little Piece to ſwell far beyond 
what the Author deſigned, we could give you an Account of a vaſt 


number of very ſtrange Paſſages, not impertinent to the Purpoſe in 


Hand, in regard they do yet more fully and evidently diſcover. to 
the World the Genius and Humpur of theſe People Mr, Kyzrkwood 
had to do with. We may ſay, they could agree with none, yea not 
among themſelves, how then could it be expected, they ſhould agree 
with Mr. Kirkwood, W | 

Of ſome Hundreds of very ſtrange Things, we ſhall briefly touch 
two or three, and little more than name a few moe. | 

hs begia with that very odd Paſſage which fell out among the 
Bailies, 


A Debate about Neighbourhood. ariſing betwixt Bailie Smith and 


one Peebles, came in before the Town-Court, That Day there fat 
Bailie Tarnbul, the ſaid Bailie Smithand Bailie Main. As ſoon as this 
Plea was called, Smith came off the Bench down tothe Bar, to plead 
his own Cauſe, but with his Hat on; whereupon Main (tho? the 
E Bailie) minds him of his Duty, by telling him, he mult be · 

ave himſelf with greater ReſpeQ, if he take on him to be a Pro- 


Qor. Then Smith diſcovers in part, hovering his Hat above his 
Head, as our. Shepherds do, when ipoke to by Gentlemen, Main 


+ Me, irt mood Circumſtances being then very ſayourable, and ſo 
many good Occaſions in his offer, made him a little shy and nice iu 


judge, whether this Carriage of the Town-Council be not a clear E- 


- 


— 


— a —_— 


= g -, i 
ſ 


mn 1 - —” > 


J 
* 


{ B Ta Br, 
lf again plainly ſaid to Smith, you muſt not think thus to mock” your 


Superiors; either hold your Peace, or carry as other Proctors do, 
Then indeed Smith put his Hat under his Arm; Main, ſeeming to fa- 
vour Peebles, ſpoke much 1n his Behalf, which made Smith tell him, 
he ought not to be both Judge and Party; if he plead for his Friend, 
he ought to come down to the Bar, and let Baile Tarnbal determine 
the Cauſe, What, cries Main, dare you, that are a Pannel at the 
Bar, ſpeak at this Rate to a Judge on the Bench? Officer, Officer, 
carry him to Priſon, hale him down Stairs. The poor Officer, who 
is no better than a Slave, fear'd to put Hand to his Lord and 
Maſter. And it fell luckily. out, that That Officer properly belong- 
ed to Smith, two others being at that Time in Priſon, a third abſent; 
Main ſtill continues cry ing, and threatning the Officer, Whar, ſays 
he, Will jou not obey me? 755 Slave, Il cauſe tye you Neck and Heel. At 
laſt, the Officer hales Sith down Stairs to Priſon; wa 

By chance, two or three very worthy Gentlemen were at that 
Time walking at the Croſs, and ſeeing this ſtrange ſight, a Slave 
dragging his Lord to Priſon, they come near to the Priſon Door, and 
after the Bailie had inform'd them of the whole Buſine is, they call'd 


| hima Fool and an Aſs, who ſuffered himlelf to be treated after that 


manner. One Bailie, ſaid they, has not Power to impriſon another, 
Par in parem non habet imperium; and more eſpecially, added they, 

ſince you have as much to lay to Main's Charge, as he has to lay to 
yours. And further, theſe Gentlemen upbraided the Bailie, for 
tuffering an Officer, eſpecially his own Officer, to touch his per. 


{on. 
With theſe Words, Smith breaks out of Priſon, and flees up Stairs, 


to the no leſs Aſtoniſhment of all that were preſent, than if he had 


been riſen from the Dead. By what Warrant, ſays Smith to Main, 
can you impriſon me? I can do it as the King's Lieutenant, anſwered 


Main. I'm the King's Lieutenant. reply'd Smith, as well as you, 


Officer, Officer, cried Main again, Drag him to Priſon, hale him, he 

{hall be fined for breaking it. : 

Never, never, was any Man in the World more perplex'd, what 

to do, than this poor Officer, He fear'd again to put Hand to his 

| : own 
of 


own Bailie, who ihreatned to lay him in the Irons, if he offered to 
touch him. Main is fill crying, What, you baſe Slave, unworthy 
Slave, will you rather obey him at the ar, than me on the Bench? 
Aiter a long and hot Bickering betwixt the two Bailies, grinning 
and irring one againſt the other, like two Maſtiffs, and foam- 
ing (as was obſerved) at the Mouth, with Fury and Rage, up riſes 
Bailie Turnbal, in no leſs heat than the other two, crying with a loud 
Voice, Officer, Officer, we command and charge you to carry Bai- 
lie Smith to Priſon, hale him, drag him, if he will not go willingly. 
The poor Officer thinking it ſafer to obey two Bailies on che: Beacli, 
than one (tho his own) at the Bar, put Hands te his Lord and Ma- 
ſter, grips him hard: The other refiſts both with Tongue and 
Hands, not to ſay Feet. After nolittle Strugling, the Officer being 
a ſturdy able Fellow, and having the advantage of the Ground, drags 
the old Man down Stairs, and ſhuts him up in Priſon, to the great 
Amazement and Stumbling of many Hundreds of People, ſome cry - 
ing, H, fy, We are aſhamed and affronted for ever; others ſaying, Ne 
never ſaw ſo good Sport all our Life. C 
This fell out betwixt Eleven and Twelve in the Forenoon : Smith 
lyes in, Priſon till towards Night. Next Day being Sabbath, he goes 
to his own proper Seat in the Meeting-houſe, and not to that, where 
the Magiſtrates ſit, which made People look ſometimes to them, ſome- 
times to him, and not ſeldom one to another. This gave great Of. 
fence' to theſe that were more ſerious, eſpecially when theſe who 
came from the Country, enter'd the Meeting, and beheld how the 
People were rounding. and whiſpering, one to another, they pretty 
audibly ask'd,W.hat the Matter was? Did you not hear, replied the 
other, what. odd Work was among our Bailies Yeſterday ? In a Word, 
molt of this Day was ipent in giving an account of the former Day's 
Buglola wh i fins ons flor 1 
The Day following, Smith poſts in to Edinburgh, ſuſpends two 
Acts of the Town-Court, one in Favours of Peeb/es, on the Eaſt- ſide 
* his Houſe, another in · Fa vouts of Widow Bacher ſton, on the Welt- 
41G olf! wht | 5 | Peebles 
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Percbil alſo and the Widow? fle to Eaiunburg h, and there get out 
bricves & other things neceſſary, in order: that 15 ſworn Men might 
meet on the Ground, to determine Matters. 
Both Smith. and they made all haſte to return "FRF but lo, 
Bailic Main, that fame Night Smith returned, took his Journey to 
Eternity; nor does any doubt, but the Heat he got Saturday preced- 
ing, was the occaſion of the Fea ver, of which he died, and which is 
very ſad, the living Bailie, tho at Home, did not accompany the 
Corps of his Fellow-Bailie to his Burial. place. Some blame Friends 
on the DefunQ's ſide ; ethers Smith and his Relations; i 
We ſhall paſs here, for Brevity's ſake, that pretty odd Work, 
which was betwixt Turnbal and Smith, at the Intimations of the 
2 Suſpenſions, and haſten 10 another Batzel, nothing ſhort of the 
ormer, 
Smith thinking himſelf very: mbchr affronted and injured, by being 
impriſon'd, had not been in Council from Michaelmaſs to this Day, 
| (13th December 1690) and now coming in unexpected, took his 
Chair; at which, up riſes Tur»bal and his Faction, ſaying, If Smith 
| oe permitted to fit 'bere, We'll be gone. Bailie Higgins, Brother. in- la w 
to Smith, and preſes at that time, in the Provoſt's abſence,cndeavour'd 


to compoſe Matters, but all in vain. 
After much debate and ſtrugling on beth fides, vp riſes. belle 


Beer, and cries once and again with a loud Voice, (for ſuch Confuſi. 


on and Noiſe was amongſt them, that he had much ado to get him- 
ſel to be heard) & entlemen, Gentlemen, pray hear me ſpeak one Mord; 
At which there was a perfect Calm; but endured hardly one Minute. 
I ſay, taid Beer, that neither Higgins nor Smith ought'to ſit amongſt 
us, becauſe they are perjur'd and mainſworn Men. Immediately 
there aroſe a moſt hideous and fearful Noiſe, far beyond that of 
Kail-wives, when they upbraid one another with FRY. 4 vile 
Mhore, common and native Thief. 

Next Day, Higgins and Smith flee in to Edinkargh, mils Criminal 
Letters, and cauſe cite Beer to compear, In he goes, Mr. Kirkwood 
meets with him ( TJaruary 1691} in the Parliament.Cloſs, After 


the ordinary Salutation ; What's this, Bailie, now fallen out among 
you; 


Sf ©. 

at you ? ſaid Mr. K;rkwood; Thear 57 very horrid and dreadſul Crimes 
it laid to ſome of your Charges, You are purſuing one another to 
Death. I thought, if once I had been removed from amongſt you, 
you would have agreed all like Lambs, whereas you are now worſe 
than ever. If I had Time and Place convenient,anſwer'd the Bailie, 
I would give you a perfe& account of all things. Let's ſtep into 
——— replied Mr. Kirkwood, With all my Heart, ſaid the 
e I Ballie, | 
5 This Church was wont to ſtand open the whole Day, that People 
may go into it Morning and Evening, to ſhut up their Prayers to the 
„ | Almighty. 
0 Beer Row with very reproachful Words againſt Higgins and 
e I Smith, and was like to forget to anſwer Mr. Kirkwood's grand Query, 
which was, Upon what account he call'd thoſe two Bailies maio- 
ſworn and perjured, Men. Certainly, replied Beer, Smith is 
perjured : Becauſe, when he was made Burgeſs, he did 
ſwear, he would do nothing to the prejudice of the Good- Town; 
and beſide, he did confirm this Oath, when he eater'd Member of 
the Town-Couacil ; and now by ſuſpending the Acts of his Fellow- 
Bailies, he has put the Good-Town to needleſs Expences; and be- 
ſides he has moſt baſely reproach'd the two Bailies in his Suſpenſions, 
> I averring they are guilty of Partiality ; yea, groſs and manifeſt Ini- 
I quity. And as-to Higgins, ſaid he, he is no leſs perjur'd than Smith, 
* _ Cautioner in the Suſpenſions ; and fo art and part with the o- 
ener, £ 

Mr; Kirkwood heard this, and much more to this Purpoſe, with a 
great deal of Patience; at laſt, Bailie, ſaid he, you mult excuſe me 
to differ from you. I do not ſee, that theſe two Bailies are petjur d 
upon that Head, having done nothing but what Law allows : For 
if you, or any Man think you are leſed by an inferior Court, you 
may ſeek redreſs either by Advocation or Suſpenſion from the 
Lords of Council & Seſſion, notwithltanding of your Burgeſs-Oath. 

But Bailie, (continued Mr. Kjrkwood) What you ſay, ſtrikes no leſs 
againſt me, than your Fellow-Bailies ; for I'm a Burgeſs as well as 
they, ſworn to do nothing in * of the Good- Town, as well 

as 


rr 


as well as they: And you know, I've ſuſpended again and again your 
Acts of Council, let be thoſe of your Town-Courr. | 
No, no, reply'd the Bailie, you are not perjur'd, you had too juſt 
ground to ſuſpend our Ads. We are all now convinced you were 
| hugely wronged, and wiſh with all our Hearts, that Things were 
yet to do, that are dohe, And indeed about this Time they were 
thinking upon bringing back Mr. Kirk wood, as is above-related, 
Page 52. 1 — 
| You have good reaſon, Bailie, auſwered Mr, Kirkwood, to ſay all 
that, and a thouſand times more; for never before, were Men guilty 
of ſuch wild Pranksas you are. Do you not remember, that imme- 
diately after the Lord * had written to you, not to meddle 
with me, you caus'd ring the Council-Bell, and within two or three 
Minutes, ſent your Officers to drag me, my Wife and Children out 
of my Houſe, and ſhut me up in cloſe Priſon, r. Baitie, Bailie, 
were it done to fome of you, as was done to the unjuſt Judge, you 
would but get what you deſerve. Pray, Mr. Kzrkwood, ſaid the 
Bailie, tell me what was done to that unjuſt Judge ? The Skin, re- 
plied Mr. Kirkwood, was taken off him, and affix'd to the Bench 
where Sentence was paſt, to ſcare others from doiog the like; At 
this the Bailie lifted up his Hands and Shoulders towards the very 
Heavens, faying, Good Lord deliver us. Cou d ſach a-thing be done to 
4 Judge? And with this the honeſt old Man ſunb down to the ve 
ry Ground; ſo that Mr. Kirkwood was truly fear'd to be alone with 
him Aſter he was come again to himſelf; dear Mr. Kzrkwood, ſaid 
he, what adviſe you me to do in my Affair. I aſſure you, Bailie, 
(anſwered Mr. Kirkwood) ſuch are your Circumſtances, that I know 
not well what Advice to give you. The Crime you. charge theſe 
Bailies with, is by Law capital, that is, deferves Death-; you cannot 
make good what you ſay againſt them; and therefore by a Law 
call'd Lex Talionis, you ought to ſuffer the Puniſhment due to them; 
and Bailie, it exceedingly aggravates your Crime, that you accuſe 
two Bailies both above your ſelf, and that fitting in Judgment, one 
of them Preſes at the time; yea, which is as the Cape-ſtone, Higgins 


you 


o 


| & 
you know, is a preſent Member of Parliament, and to call him per- 
jur'd, may draw deep. 

At this the Bailie begins again to ſhrink and creep all together, his 
Leggs not being able to bear him; Death was painted on his Face. 
At this Sight, a panick Fear ſeizing on Mr. Kzrkwood, he knew not 
whether to run away, or ſtay beſide a dead Man; at laſt, as the 
Bailie was dropping down, he takes him in his Arms, and ſets him 
upon one of the Seats of the Church. After three or four Breathings; 
and as many deep Sighs and heavy Groans, he again ſays, Dear Mr. 
Kirkwood, what ſhall I do? 4b! what ſhall I do? Mr, Kirkwood be- 
ing very willing to be quit of him; and thinking he had ſufficient- 
ly terrify'd the ſimple old Man, now at laſt ſpoke very kindly thus 
to him : Bailie, ſaid he, my humble Advice to you is, that you go 
to Bailie Higgins and Bailie Smith, and caſting your ſelf (as *twere) 
down at their Feet, acknowledge your Fault, and beg them par- 
don; tell them, That what you ſaid, was out of meer Ignorance, 
you thought that what they did, was a true Violation of their Bur- 
geſs-Oath ; but now you ſee and are convinced of your Error, The 
Bailie making a low bow, heartily thanked Mr. Kirkwood ; and ſa 
they parted, 1170 r 

We have been too long upon this Paſſage, and therefore ſhall do 
little more than name a few more, excepting the laſt two, which we 
cannot ſo well get by; and eventhele we but name, deſerve a more 
full account, it Conveniency would permit. 

Such as that drol Buſineſs betwixt the Provoſt and William Tenent 
a Gardiner; of which hereaſter. | ves 
Or that betwixt him and George Bell of Conzynook, 

Or that about a Footman of the Earl of Lithgow, 

Or that ſtrange Debate, when Bailie Turnbal was made Provoſt. 

Or that odd Work at the choice of a Proctor-Fiſcal. 

Or that-moſt terrible and amazing Plea betwixt the Provoſt and 
Mr. Backnay, then only a Counſellor, now a Baily, This Buſineſs is 
ſo exceeding tedious, fo mighty intricate and myſterious, and accom- 
panied with-ſo-many moſt aſtoniſhing Circumſtances, that it would 
Tequire a full Volume by it 4 to paint it out to the Lite, Aj 

2 | there. 
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therefore Mr. Backnay, who has often deſired Mr. Kirtmood to pub. 
liſh this Plea, muſt pardon him, if he paſs it here with this ſhort 
Touch, which is rather a bare Stating of the Queſtion, than any true 
Account of the Matter, ?Tis as follows. 57 
The Provoſt, in Face of Council, accuſes Mr. Backnay for reproach- 
ing the Magiſtrates, in a Letter he had written to Sir George Ha. 
milton of Binny, Bucknay poſitively denys he wrote any thing tend. 
ing that way. The Provoſt gave him the Lie, i» termini, laying, 
Binny had ſhew'd him the Leiter. This was believed by the who 
Council, as if it had come from the Oracle of De/phos. In ſhort, the 
Provoſt commanded Backnay to pack down Stairs. Immediately 
Backnay writes to Edinburgh, informing Binny of what palt in Coun- 
cil, and earneſtly begg'd him to fend back his Letter, if it be pre- 
ſerved, By good Providence it was preſerved, and ſent back with 
another Letter from Binny. The Letter from Binn expreſly bears, 
That neither the Provoſt, nor any other Perſon whatſomever had 
| ſeen Backnay's Letter. They were both preſented to the Council, 
and read by their Clerk, being a full and clear Evidence and Demon. 
ſtration of Bucknaj's Innocence. The Provoſt took Bucknay's Letter 
out of the Clerk's Hand, and tore it into pieces. 
Very ſtrange Work followed upon the Back of this, of which we 
have no Time to give an Account. | 
We go on to name two or three moe; and firſt, the turning out 
Mr. Mair School-Doctor, brevi mana, and ſettling another in his 
Place, without ſo much as directly or indirectly acquainting Mr, 
Kirkwood with the Matter, whoſe Right it was to do both. This 
Carriage of the preſent Magiſtrates doth infinitely differ from that of 
their Predeceſſors. The late Earl of Lithgo,the laſt Provoſt, when 
Mr. Mair's Friends ſpoke to his Lordſhip at Edinburgh, in order to 
get him ſettled School- Doctor, told them, he muſt have Mr. Kirk: 
wood's Approbation before he can get in there. We ſhall write, my 
Lord, to Lithgo for Mr. Kjrkwood's Conſent, ſaid the Friends. No, 
no, reply'd my Lord, Mr. Mair muſt go to Mr. Kzrkwood, for I know 
he is in uſe to try his Doctors before he accepts of them, which accor- 
dingly was done. 
| | As 


C'S. ip, 
As they took moſt unjuſt and illegal Methods of turning out Peo. 
ple, fo did they in putting them in. Thus John Dunbar above-men- 
tioned (Page 5) was ſettled School - Doctor, Mr. Kirkwood never ha- 
ving heard the leaſt Motion of it, till coming into the School Monday 
Morning, he ſaw him teaching the Boys; at which, you may be 


ſure, he was not a little ſurpriz'd; and how illegally again they 


thruſt the poor Man to the Door within a few Weeks thereafter, we 
ſhew'd you Page ſoreſaid. 

The ſecond ſhall be the turning out of Mr. Bizet from being 8eſ- 
fion-Clerk, no leſs odd than the former. This Gentleman died 6 or 
7 Days after he was thruſt from his Office. And which is not un- 


worthy of the Relation, both this Man, whom they put in Mr. Bi. 


zet's Place, and he who ſucceeded to Mr. Mair, were then living ia 
Uncleanneſs with their Father's Servant Maids; and ſometime there- 
after {lipt out of the Town in a Moon-light Night: Th' one after 
having ſuffered no little Hardſhip in England, return'd back to Lith- 
go, Where he made Satisfaction for his Fault; of the other we never 
heard more. This is he, who was employ'd to carry the written 
Orders to the two regular Miniſters, ordaining them to leave their 
Charges, that better might be put in their Place, as was told you 
Page 5. ; 

Tho? we be truly wearied with this kind of Stuff, yet we ſhall add 
other two very ſingular Paſſages, which we doubt not but you will 
think well worth the Relation. The firſt relates to one Cambel, his 


Wife and Horſe, not to mention his Children: Th'other to William 


Tenent Gardener, 

This Cambel, a very honeſt but poor Man, having a Wife, lame 
and infirm in her Body, with many young Children, ſome whereof 
being infirm alſo, was by the former Magiſtrates, mainly out of Pi- 
ty, made Town-Poſt, or Carrier, getting ſome ſmall Allowance for 
his Pains; and now being turned out by the preſent, ſpoke, as they 


ſay, ſomething to their Diſadvantage in one Mr. Liviſton's Shop, a 
Glover in Edinburgh; for which being cited before Bailie Higgins, a 


Sentence was paſt to put him out of the Town by the Hand of the 
Hangman, never again to return. | | 


Moſt 
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Moſt of the People, both in Town and Country about, eſpecially 
of any Note, pitied the poor Man and his Family; among others was 
the Counteſs of Lithgow. - This Noble Lady was ſo much concern'd 
for this Man and his Family, that ſhe deſired Mr. Andrew Crawford 
Sheriff-Clerk, to ſpeak to the Bailie, in order to get the Sentence 
ſomewhat-mitigated. Mr. Crawford not being then in good Terms 


with the Magiſtrates, they having alſo turned him out of his Place 


of Town.Clerk, likely never moved in this Aﬀair. However, the 
Counteſs fent for Mr. Kjrkwood, and very earneſtly beſeech'd him to 
do ſomething in this Matter; he alſo would fain have wav'd it, being 
look d on with no very favourable Eye; but conſidering how much 
he was obliged to that Noble Family, he could not refuſe that moſt 
TTT 
Immediately he goes to the Bailie, tells him, if that Sentence he 


had paſt on Cambel, be put in Execution, he and his Family would 


certainly turn Beggars, and ſo become a Burden to the Town and 
Country Side, which would. bring no little Oaium upon the Magi- 
ſtrates, and eſpecially on himſell, - he 
All this and much more to this Purpoſe ſeem'd to have no more 

Influence on the Bailie. than on a Fliat-ftone, 
Then indeed Mr. Kirkwood fell roundly to Work, plainly telling 
the Bailie, his Sentence was moſt illegal and unjuſt ; that, ſince Cam- 
bel denied what he was charged with, Witneſſes ought to have been 
adduced to verify the Thing, either in Edinburgh or Lithgo:and that 
fuch a cruel Sentence ſhould not have paſt upon Hear-Jay, none aver- 
ring the Thing, but a Fellow Carrier, who was gaping for the poor 

Man's Place and Employment, 3 

In a Word, the Bailie altered the Sentence, and the next Morning 
betime, cauſes two Officers carry him to the Eaſt-Port, giving him 
Liberty to return when he plea ſed. | a Hows 
A Day or two thereafter the [Provoſt being informed of all that had 
paſt, ſent early in the Morning two Officers to take Cambel out of his 
Bed, and carry him toPriſon,where he lay till the Mercat-· day, and then 
was ſet on the Ctoſs, with a Paper on his Breaſt, for the ſpace oſ an 
Hour; Thouſands of People gazing on him. As they were going 85 
ta ke 
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take him off the Croſs, the Hangman ſtanding by, Cambel's Wiſe in 
great Rage and Fury, with a terrible Screech liſts up her Cloaths, 
and on her bare Knees curſes the Provoſt to his very Face; for which 
ſhe is drag'd to Priſon, curſing all the Way ſhe went. In Priſon ſhe 
runs up and down for a while like a mad and diſtracted Perſon; at 
laſt falls down dead, as appeared to them that were looking in at the 
Window. Thea did ariſe a mighty Shout, eſpecially among the 
Women, ſome crying, Let's break open the Door; others run with the 
News to the Provoſt and Bailies, asking for the Key in all haſte, Get 
it from the Officers, replied they, get it quickly, 

Now by this Time the Officers with the Hangman, (for they be- 


hoved to be with him, leſt he ſhould be torn into Pieces) poor Cam- 


bel and a Thouſands beſides Old and Y oung at their Tail, were near 
to the Weſt-Port, not much leſs than an Iralian Mile diſtant. He 
runs, and ſhe runs, ten or twelve at leaſt, with all the ſpeed they 
could. When they were come to the Port, the Officer that had the 
Key being amiſſing, they run up and,dowa like a Pack of Hounds, 
when they loſe the Sent of their Prey; and one, agaia falling on'r, 
warns the reſt with a mighty loud and hoarſe Cry: Immediately all 


running thither, found him fitting on his Throne at the back of a Dike, 


and pickt his Pockets very rudely and unmaanerly, to ſay no wor ſe. 
Without any further Delay, theſe Meſſengers, with the whole 


Crowd that had accompanied the Hangman, came fleeing again Eaſt 


the Street, as if the Horn'd-Devil had been chaſing them, Hundreds 
of People on both Sides running ſome to their Doors, others to their 
Windows, crying, What's the Fray? What's the Fray? We've not 
time to tell you, replied ſome. Poor Cambels Wiſe is dead in Priſon, 
ſaid others; Their Number increaſt and decreaſt every Minute, 
many from both Sides joining with them, and as many fainting and 
falling one upon another, Heaps upon Heaps, Heaps upon Heaps; dou- 
ble-ribb'd Wives ſmarting ſeverely for their Pains. At laſt they came 
like a mighty Torrent upon thoſe, that were felling Fruits & Sweet» 
meats at the Cros, overturning ; their Tables and Stands, to their 
great Loſs and Conſuſion. When the Priſon Door was open d, Cam. 
bels Wite was found dead onthe Floor; ſhe is carried Home to her 


Houſe, 


We or 
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Houſe, where, by God's Bleſſing the Means that were us'd, ſhe re. 
cover'd. Some think her being with Child preſerv'd her Life. 
Seldom any great Diſaſter falls out, but ic has ſome Advantage 
accompanying it. This Accident of Cambel's Wife brought back her 
Husband without being challeng d. 


Au Cambel's Horſe. 


Much about this Time Bailie Tarnbul caus'd impriſon within the 
Court-Houſe, Cambel's Horſe, a perfect Cadaver almoſt dead on his 
„Feet. This Horſe has much more to brag of than the Lady Colin. 
BY | 0's Mare, of whoſe Teſtament there 61, hed much talking theſe 
many Years in our Nation. It was within theſe Walls King James 
the VII. got a very Noble Treat a few Years before. The Bailie 
himſelf being Jaylour, none had Acceſs to this illuſtrious Priſoner; 
and which is very remarkable, when Cambe! and his Wife went to 
him, and humbly begg'd he would let either of chem ly in Priſon in 
ſtead of their Hor ſe, he flatly refus'd it: And which is yet worſe, when 
they again earneſtly entreated him to ſuffer them to give their Horſe 
a Peck of Grains or Draff, which they bought for his Supper, he 
would not hear of it. Thus the poor innocent Beaſt lay a Night, and 
moſt part of two Days in cloſe Priſon, | | 

Tho' none got Adqfeſs at his Door, yet Hundreds paid him their due 
Reſpects at his Window, pitying and lamenting his ſad and deplora- 
ble Condition. Poor Beaſt, poor innocent Beaſt, ſaid they, what bu 
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thou done; ſure thou never did reproach the Magiſtrates. What can C 
thy Crime? If this Horſe had had the Tongue of Balaam's Aſs, he 
would have told them, his Crime was, Taſting 4 little Holy Graſs in I " 
the Charchryard, That's nothing, might they ſay, there's a Cow goes 0 


there frequently. 4h that's my Lord Hackerſton's Com, and Im poor 1 
Archy Cambel's Horſe. FEY $0128 
Noa, whether Bailie Higgins, who aſt ſuch an illegal Sentence, 10 
or the Provoſt, who put it into Exechrion, adding ſomething of 5 
his own to it; or Bailie Ter»bal, for his Cruelty to the poor inno- 
cent and dumb Beaſt. be moſt to be blam'd, let the World ä 
| | e 


} 
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We ſhall conclude theſe Paſſages, with that which beſel the a- 
bove mentioned William, Tenent, being à Buſineſs not only very. Co- 
mics! and Drol, but allo ſomewhat Tragical and Bloody. | 'Tis as 
follows! 3f00985 ede tne $:ght-07 £509 27] vfeget 
The very firſt Day the Town. Council met, they iſſued out an AR, 
ordaining all the Inhabitants and others under their Juriſdiction, to 
give What ReſpeQ was due to every Member of the Council. This 
AQ was publiſhed in a very ſolemn manner, by making the Drum 
go thro' the Town to that Effect. This nevet being done beſore, that 
any Man remembers, did exceedingly puzzle moſt part of People, 
not knowing well how eto behave, Withia a Day or two, ſeveral: 
Perſons were challenged for coming ſhort of their Duty particular- 
ly the fore-mentioned George Bell and the Earl of Lithgow's Foot- 
man. This Mr. Bel, a Gentleman, one of the moſt. ancient Inhabi- 
tants of Lithgow; paſt by the Provoſt, ſtanding amongſt a number 
of People (above Twenty) at a good diſtances without taking off 
his Hat; after he was gone to his Houle, he was brought back to the 


Crofs, and there ſharply rebuked before the whole Multitude, and 
threatned, if he did the like again, he might expect a more ſevere 


Puniſhment. As to the Earl's Footman, having a Permiſſion.- Cape, 
he thought not him ſelt ty'd fo ſtrickly to the Rules of Civility, as 
that comes to. However, the Provoſt noticing that he paſt him 


without paying him due Reſpect, as he alledged, let aſter him all 


the Four Officers, which is contrary to the Laws of Hunting, to ſet 
off 4 Gray - Hounds at one Hare : But there was no Feat of his being 
catch'd, for he out- run them, as ſo many Cur.dogs, s. | 
- Tenent, we ſay, being ſore.warned by the Fall of others, reſolv'd, 
if he fail'd, to failinthe ſafer Side. And therefore, ſeeing the Pro- 
voſt- one Day coming Eaſt the Street, and he going Weſt, when he 
comes about 30 Paces of him, he gave him a low Congee, putting 
his Head to the lower part of his Breaſt; then, advancing about 
10 or 12 Paces, he bows again with his Head to his Knee; at laſt, 
coming within 5 or 6 Paces, he bows till he kiſs'd the Ground, ſo 
that he bad ſome Difficulty: to ſer again his Hgad on his Shoulders. 
The Provoſt ſaid nothing, * ſeem'd to take this Salutation ia 
| very 


| (66 ) 
very good part, till one in his Company ſaid, Certainly, my Lord, 
you Fellow, Tenent, was mocking your Lardſbip. Think you ſo, an- 
ſwered the Provoſt. There's no doubt of it, ſaid a thira, Imam 
diately he goes to Bailie Higgins, and informs him about the B 


neſs, What individual Words were betwixt them, we know not; 


but 'tis very eaſy to gueſs the Subject of their Diſcourſe by the E. 
vent. They ſtarted two Doubts ; one, Whether Tenent ated fin- 
cerely, or by way of Mockery : The other, ii by Mockery, whether 
he did it of himſelf, or by the Inſtigation oſ another. 
As ſoon as the Provoſt was gone, the Bailie ſent for Tenent. Ag 
he enter'd the Room, he gave the Baillie a very low Congee, and 
after that another; yet ſhort of what the Provoſt got in the Street, 
Why ſo much Work; why ſo great Courteſy, what a bowimg js this, 1aid 
the Bailie. Do you mock me, as you did the Provoſt in the High 
Street. Aſſure your ſelf, we will make you imart for your Beha vi- 
our. I mock you, Sir Bailie, far be it from me to mock you, an- 
ſwered Tenent; Giving him a very low Bow. Do nat deny it, re. 
ply'd the Bailie, I know you did mock the Provoſt, and you mock 
me alſo. But Will, continued the Bailie, I would have you con- 
fider, what you are doing. The Provoſt, you know, can do you 
Good, and *tis in his Power to do you Ill alſo; he can lay you in 
the Irons, he can baniſh you the Town, when he pleaies. Ing 
Word, he can do many things, which may ruin you and your 
Family. And he is able to do you Things, which may tend to your 
Advantage; and therefore you would be wary, leſt you do any 
thing that may irritate him againſt you: And on the contrary, tis 
your great Wiſdom to do every thing lyes in your Power to gratily 
him, providing it be lawful. I therefore in the Provoſt's Name, 
earneſtly deſire you to tell me, who it is, that ſets you on ſaluting 
the Provoſt and others, after the manner you do it. And further, I 
in his Name promiſe, you ſhall not only be pardon'd for this Fault, 
but amply rewarded for what you do in this Matter, _ 
| Indeed, Sir Bailie, replied Tenent, no Perſon did ſet me on it. 
What I. do, I do it of my ſelf, in Obedience to the AR of Covocil 
The Provoſt being the firſt and chief Member, I give his 4 
1 | | i 
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his Due; next you, Sir Bailie, yours; then the ad Bailic his, the 30 
his; and ſo to the end of the Chapter, till I come to the loweſt Mem- 
ber, giving every one a Salutation according to their Depree; Bur, 
Bailie, continued T2nenr, I am at a Stance in one thing, May I be 
ſo bold, as to ask your Honour this Queſtion; Whether or not, all 
the 12 Merchant-Counſellors are equally to be reſpected? I know 
there are different Degrees among(t the Deacons, ſome muſt have a 
lower Congee, than others. 
The Bailie was glad to be quit of him; for he could gain a Ground. 
Thus they parted. | £ 

Either this Night or the following, the Provoſt ſent his Servant 
betwixt 11 and 12 to Tenent's Houſe, to cauſe him come ro him in 
all hafte. The poor Man, haviog labour'd hard all Day in his Gar- 
den, was ſo ſound afleep, that it was nigh to an Impoſſibility to a- 
wake him. After much ado, his Wife and the ProvoſFs Servant got 
him dragg'd out of his Bed. Along he behoved © go, tho' very 
much againſt his Will. He went ſafe and ſound out of his Houſe, 
but returnedwith Twelve or Fourteen ſore and bloody Wounds, 

After he was brought to the Provoſt's Lodging, a great and old 
faſhion'd Houſe, he was cattied to the top of it, and ſer at the Foot 
of a Bed. There he wonders and admires what they were to do 
with him, at laſt ſuch a terrible Fear and Dread ſeizes on his whole 
Body, that he was like immediately to expire. This exceſſive Fear 
had its wonted Effect, making him do what he ought not to have 
done itt the Provoſt's Chamber. While he is about this Natural A- 
Qion, in comes the Provoſt: Tenent not forgeting his Duty, gives him 
2 lo Congee. 2 | 3 
The Provoſt, after he had taken 2 or 3 turns thro the Room, wheels 
about, as in a Surprize, rowartls Tenent, ſaying, Kyowvs thou, Fellow, 
where choad art. This was To eaſy a'Queftion, that Tenent could not 
Anſwer it. Afterithis, the Provoſt rakes another turn ot two; and 
again wheels about in a ſudden, Tayibg, I the, Fellow, does thou 
know in hoſe Priſence thou art. With this, Teber pulls by che Cour- 
tain of the Bed; rhinking by the Provoſt's Queſtion, there might be 
ſome Perſons itt it. Ar laſt;the — Him ſelſ thus: 9 
g 2 thou 
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thou not, ſaid he, that I am the greateſt Man in Britain, except King 
William, all the Dukes, Marquitſes and Earls mult give place to me, 

within the Juriſdition of this Burgh. 5 

By this time, Tenent's Fears evaniſh, and inſtead thereof, a won. 
derſul Fit of Laughter ſeizes on him, ſo that left he ſhould be again 
accuſed for mocking the Provoſt, he in a moſt ſevere manner did bite 
his own Thumb on both Sides, in that part where it's joined to the 
Hand. 1 his he did over and over, again and again, not being able o. 
therwiſe to contain his Laughter, while the provoſt is thus ha- 


}  ranguing, and going up and down the Room, in no leſs majeſtick 


a manner, than did that great and mighty King A/aſuerus in his Pa- 
lace at Shaſhan. Eft. 1 chap. And thus Terent received theſe bloody: 
Wounds above-mentioned, ſo that for many Days he was nat able to 
make ule of his Spade, nor to handle his Lance, being a piece of a 
Doctor, as many Gardeners are. , , _- 5 
After a few more Turns thro his Chamber, the Provoſt wheeling 
about the 3d time, ſays, Now thou knows in whoſe Preſence thou 
art, and how great a Man Iam; tell me, how thou dateſt mock 
me in the high Street: I mock your Loraſhip, Far be it from me, my 
Lord, to mock your Loraſhip, antwered, Tenent, bowing and bowing 
again and again. 152 Lainbne ag 4.0 9220 
D tell thee, Fellow, thou did mock me, Let me know, whether thou 
does it Sincerely, or out of Mockery; ot whether thou does it of thy 
ſelf; or art put on it by another. Thou may be afſured, that I ſhall 
not only pardon what thou has done, but alſo liberally rewaid 
_ thee: 15 . L o 27 FS 131-03: 
Texent having returned the ſame Anſwer to the Provoſt, which he 
had given to the Bailie , immediately he calls his Servant, and bids 
him go, and bring quickly R- the Officer to lay this Fellow in the 
Irons. Rea comes, Carry this Fellow to Priſon, ſays the Proyoſh, Ley 
Him faſt in the Irons. By this time (paſt 12 at Night) came allo Te. 
nent s. Wife to ſee whether her Husband was dead or alive, leaving 
her poor Babies weeping in Bed. When ſhe ſaw he was going to be 
carried to Priſon, and to be laid in the Irons, ſhe raiſed luch a ter- 
rible. Screak, that ſhe was like to awake the whole Town. ” 
| | "> 7 In 
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In ſhort, Tenent was then ſeat home to his Houſe with his Wiſe, 
Rea to his Home, and the Provoſt and his Servant (none elſe being 
in the Family) had Liberty togo to their Beds. 

Let's now draw near a Cloſe, humbly beſeeching the Reader not 
to think, that we have ſet out this Plea with hyperbolical and ſuper- 
lative Words, repreſenting it to the World beyond what truly it is; 
yea, on the contrary, 'tis very far ſhort of what it ought to be. It 
ſurpaſſes the Wit of Man to find out Words toexpreſs it to the Life ; 
Had you been a SpeQator, and ſeen how Things were added, you. 
would have had quite another Notion of them. Tis not poſſible 
Words can give you a true Idea of Matters of this kind; they can't 
make ſo deep and ſo lively an Impreſſion upon the Spirit, as is got by 
the Eye, as the Moraliſt avers. 


Segnius irritant animos demiſſa per aurem, 
Quam que ſunt ocalis ſabjecta fidelibus, et que 
Ie ü tradit h Ht... __ 

Things, by the Ear convey'd, do not ſo well, 
Nor halt fo lively can affect the Mind, 
As what we to our Eyes preſented find. 


[24 ; 1 . ? „* * 1 a TE 
Had you ſeen Mr. Kirkwood graſping hard by the Stoop of a Bed, 
and 4 laſty Fellows tugging at him: Had you ſeen him in a moſt: - 
violent manner dragg'd down Stairs, and ſhut up in cloſe Prifon jor 
oo Fault imaginable: Had you ſeen him again dragg'd out of Pri-: 
lon, to his own Houſe: Had you ſeen his Wite and 6 young.Chil-. 
dien all little better, than naked inthe Morning hal d down- Stairs, 
and ſet in the open Street in the Cold of Winter: Eſpecially had you 
ſeen one poor young Intant ſo exceeding ſick, that there was more. 
Ground to ſay ite was dead. than living. Had you ſeen theſe Things, 
we ſay, you could not but have quite another Notion of them, than- 
now, y on can have by our Relation. PO TEM | mE 
And further, had you ſeen in what a ſad and lamentable Condi- 


* 
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tion pcor Ca bel, his Wife and Children were, they would have e 


But 


tor ted Pity ſtom you, tho' you had bad a Heart of Flint. 
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hut above all, had you been an Eye-witneſs to that wonderlul 
Conflict, firſt bet wixt two Bailies; next an Officer and 4 Baily ; and 
again renewed by the ſame 2Bailies; and how the one could not pre. 
vail without the Help of a freſh Recruit, his Fellow Baily. Laſtly, 
had you ſeen what odd Struggling the Officer had to drag down 
Stairs to Priſon his Lord and Maſter, you could not but have cry'd 
out with ſome, Fie, Fie, we are all affronted ; or, with others, The 
beſt Sport we ever ſaw in our Life. 8 | 

We read of very many ſtrange Things, as done in our Neighbour 
Nation by the Wiſe Men of Gorrom; but theſe come infinitely ſhort 
of what are contain'd in this little Piece. | 
Theſe are nothing but Chimera, meer Fictions, Things that ne- 
ver had any Being ; here real and fad Truths, which cannot but 
look the Actors in the Face with a very grim and hideous Counte- 
nance. In Gottom once a Year only happen d, they ſay, one of theſe 
Fables; but in our Burgh of Lithgom you might have ſeen many 
Hundred ſtrange and monſtrous Things in one Month, 

We muſt contefs Baily Higgins had no hand in that foremention'd 
droll Battel of the three Bailies, wherein appear'd very much Weak- 
neſs, eſpecially in the conquering Party: Ay but Higgins had a chief 
hand in ejecting Mrs. Kyrkwood and her Children, as we ſhew'd you, 
(Page 22) which was an evident Demonſtration, not only of great 
Weakneſs, but manifeſt and groſs Wickedneſs, | 

Me need not again tell you that black Character, two of the Bai- 
lies gave the other two, averring they were hugely guilty of mani- 
feſt Partiality and groſs Iniquity in the Acts alk ie Favours of Peebles 
and Batherſton. And this they do not only aſſert by Word of 
Mouth, but give under their Hand, it is fo, | 
. By the Way, tis not unworthy the noticing to ſhew you that little 

Artifice theſe two Bailies make uſe of; for they do not defign them- 
ſelves Bailies,but Merchants in Lithgow, cunningly dazeling the Eyes 
of the Lords, that it might not be known, that two of the Bailies ſtig- 
matized and branded th' other two with fo horrid and black Crimes. 

The Magiſtrates of Lithgow have furniſht the World with an ex- 
cellent Commentary on that no leſs true, than ancient Saying, Magi- 


ſtratus 
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ratus bominem probat : Make a Man a Magiſtrate, and you'll quick- 

y diſcover what's in him, Wiſdom or Folh, Pride or Humility, xc. 
Were it not that generally all Compariſons are adious, we could 

take upon us to ſay, that there was more true and ſolid Judgment, 
more Diſcretion, yea, more Humility in the Earl of Lithgow's little 
Finger, than in the whole Bodies of all the Faur fareſaid Bailies. 
What ſort of Men they were, or are, you may clearly ſee, as ina 
Glaſs, from what's above related; nor is there any Ground left for 
doubting, whether Matters be ſo or not; ſince many Hundreds of 
people were Eye and Ear. Witneſſes to moſt part of them. 
lis of ſmall or no Moment, tho ſome Things cannot he legally 
init-uted ; ſuch as what paſt in that private Conference het ixt 
hay Beer and Mr. Kirkwood, in the Old Kirk, *Tis ſufficiedt, you 
can ciearly make good as many Crimes (yea were jt but one) as can 
hang the Perſon you purſue to Neath | | 94 

As to the Parts and Qualities of that Noble Earl. they are very far 
beyond what Mr, Kirt wood can ſay. Enquire at Members of Patlia- 
ment, ask the Lords of Privy-Coyncil, what Figure he made amongſt - 
them, They Il tell you, he ſpoke more like an Angel, than a Mor- 
tal; that aſſoon as he began co open his Mouth, there was a pro- 
lound Silence; whereas at other times two or three often ſpeak ta- 
zether. | wo hx a 56; % „ 
— this Noble Earl wanted no kind of Qualification, no 
Property becoming a Perſon in publick Tcuit. To name no more, 
his Lardſhip was of ſo mighty ealy Azcels, that, while the Burgh of 
Lithgow had the Honour and Happineſs to have him to their Provoſt, -. 

e pooreſt apd mea neſt Iahabitant had Acceſs, as ſoon and ag teadi - 
yas the richeſt. This Mr. Kzrkwaod can ſay with the greater Con. 
dence, becauſe he was Ear and Eye-witneſs to it a hundred times, 
having had the Honour frequently to be deſired to go to the Palace, 
eſpecially in the long Winter Evenings, it not being above 20 or 30 
Paces diſtant. There this worthy Nobleman was pleated to converſe 
with him, as familiarly and kindly, as it he had been his Equal.“ 
= and then they took a Game at Cheſs; and, it in the Interim any 

own's Man, tho? never ſo poor, came to his Lordſhip with a Peti- * 


tion 
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tion or a Complaint, immediately be eicher call'd him in, or went to 
another Room, and moſt patiently and calmly. heard all he had to 
ſay ; and therealter return'd, making, as *"twere, an Apology, by 
| ſayivg, We oeght, Mr. Kirkwood, 70 prefer our Duty lo our Divertiſe- 
ment. He was very far from bidding them wait on a while, or come 
apain. another time, And, which is very conſiderable, theſe Quali. 
- fications and Properties were but in their Bud, ſo to ſpeak : Little 
more than beginning to appear, when it pleaſed God to remove him 
out of this World. 2 | „ n 
Now was it not, think you, a mad AQ to ſhuffle out from being 
Provoſt this worthy and Noble Karl, a Perſon of vaſt Senſe, pro- 
found Judgment, mighty diſcreet? In a Word, every way qualified 
for that, and many other Offices of a far higher Nature; and 10 
place in his Room a young, raw Lad, hardly yet Major ; one alto- 
gether unacquainted with Matters belonging to his Duty. Can any 
thing in Nature be more abſurd, than that a Body or Society of Peo- 
ple ſhould give the Command of an Army to him, who never ſaw a 
Sword drawn ; or make that Man Pilote of a Ship, that never ſet his 
Foot in one? This Simile is ſo pat, that he who runs may read it. 

By the Way know, that the Election of Magiſtrates at that Time 
was not aſter the ordinary manner: Every Burgeſs was to give his 
Vote, who ſhould be Provolt, &. Was to give it, we ſay; but did 
it not, for many were not permitted, - particularly Mr. Kzrkwood, by 
what Law, we know not: The Reaſon you may eaſily gueſs, 

At the Creation of our new Magiſtrates, many perſwaded them- 
ſelves that the Golden Age was again to return to the Place; but in 
ſtead of that, we ſaw nothing, but horrid Confaſion, the hight of Oe. 
_ preſſion, manifeſt and palpable Iniquity; yea, ſuch wild and cruel 
Barbarity, as hardly the very Heathens and Pagans can be guilty of. 
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A ſhort Account of this Hair before 
the Lords of Their Majeſties Privy- 
_ Council, June 16992. 


7 IS needleſs here to relate Word by Word all the Papers, that 
| paſt Pro, and Coy. in this Matter; nor to repeat every thing 
ſpoken at the Bar. | 2 | 

In ſhort, Mr, Kjrkwood cauſed cite before their Lordſhips the 
whole Town-Couacil; gave ina Libel with an Information, being 
the Sum of what you've juſt now heard. This was anſwered by 
Mr. Stuart, and a Reply given by Mr, Kzrkwood. 

Alter the Advocates had debated a pretty while, and Things not 
like to come to a Period; My Lord Chancellour, ſaid Mr. Kirkwood, I 
bambly beg your Lordſhip would be pleaſed to conſider this one Point. On 
the 28th of January 1690, the Lord Philiphaugh, after a fal Hearing, 
told both Parties he would make Report to the Lords on the laſt of that 
Month; therefore deſired them to give in their Informations. Ac- 


; 6nd | 
cording ly T did diſtribute mine among ſt the Lords. The Town in ftead of 


os 
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theirs gaye in a Petition, deſiring a further Hearing upon new Groands; 
The Lords granted their Deſire,expreſly diſcharging them{ as theDeliverance 
an the /Batk of their Bill bears) to uſe am Execution againſt the Suſpenaer, 
Now, m Lord Chancelloar, continued Mr. Kirkwood, This was upon 
10e They could not at ſooneſt be heard till Tueſday; and yet, my 
Lora,confrary to the very Nature and Import of their own Petition,contrery 
to the expreſsSentence of theLords;contrary to Lam and Juſtice they eject me 
on Monday. My Lord Chancelloar, ſaid Mr. Stuart, We gave in no 
ſach Petition. Then, and not till then, Mr. Kirkwood thought fit to 
give Checł. mate, by ſaying, The Petition it ſelf, the principal Paper, 
Jabſcribed by Mr. Stuart, is in my _—_ At which the Lords lookt 
nenne | | | one 


| ( 74 ) 
one to another, ſeveral of them crying out, Produce it, produce it: 
Sir Gilbert Eliot, their Clerk, was not flow in coming to the Bar to 
receive It. „ 8 
This Paper Mr, K/rknood had got out of Sir Alexander Gibſon's 
Chamber the very Day before, giving an Obligation under the Pain 
of 100 Pounds Scots to re- deliver it, 5 5 
Ihis is that moſt creacherous Petition frequently mentioned in the 
foregoing Papers, particularly Page 21; by Production whereof Mr. 
Kzrkwood abſolutely carried the Plea : So that the Town was quite 
defeat and baffled, and their Advocates rendred ſpeechleſs, not one 
of them opening his Mouth. : | | 
The Lords immediately appoint the Lord Foartainhall, one of their 
own Number, to hear Mr. Kirkwood depone, what the Burgh of Lith. 
gow was reſting him at that Time; and what Loſs he had fſuſtain'd 
by the Riots, which was done very ſolemaly in the Parliameat-houſe 
30. Fane 1692; ſeveral Members of the Town-Council being pre. 
ſent, ſtarting ſuch and ſuch Queſtions to be put to Mr. Kzrkwood. 
The Heads or Articles, whereupon he depon'd, were theſe fol- 


- 


lowing. 
| tib. Scots 
x mo. That he wanted of by- run Salaries preceeding Whir 8 


240. His Profits in the School two Years and a half, viz. 
 Quarter- Wages and three Canalemaſs Offerings, with other CI 800 
_ Calvalities. | | 
3tio. His Houſe and Garden, with Conſideration of his 
Advantage by Tablers 3 0500 
470. The Spoiling of his Goods and their Imbazling ) 
. and the Loſs by the Auction, and the tranſporting them to Ci 500 
Edinburgh. | | 88 | 
5to. The Expenſe of Plea before the Lords of Seffion - 1200 


Summa 5800 


- 
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. And this beſides 
2. The Pretiam affect ions of Things, which is very ny” * 


X. 


about 100 Dollars. But he mult acknowledge that his Advocates 
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240, His own indefatigable Pain? both of Body and Mind, g 
3tio. There ate ſeveral Goods yet remaining in his Houſe at Lich- 
gow, as Chimay's and other Things. : Po 

4to, The Expenſes before the Lords of Privy-Council, upon Ad- 
vocates, and many printed Papers, &c, which already amount to 


were mighty diſcreet, | . 

This is the exact Double of his Depoſitions lying in the Hands of 
Mr. Crighton Under-Clerk; or in the Proceſs before the Council, 
ſubſcribed by Mr. Kirkwood. TER 

Further know, that Pardivin for not compea ring before the Lords, 
was denounced Rebel and put to the Horn; and all his moveable 
Goods and Geir made Eſcheat, and ordered to be brought in for their 
Majeſty's Uſe. This was done over the Croſs in Lies, the 11th 
of Fuly 1692, by George Cleland Meſſenger. 

Many advis'd Mr Kirkwood to put in for Pardivin's Eſcheat; but he 
abſolutcly refus'd, looking on it as an odious Fhing, 45 

Know alſo, that the Fown was fyn'd in 4000 Merks for the Riots, 
for Mr. Kirkwood's Uſe; and the Earl of Lithgow appointed to make 
Enquiry, Whethe: only the fole Magiſtrates, (viz. the Provoſt and 
Bailies) or they with che Concurrence of the reſt of the Members of 
the Town- Council were guilty of the ſaid Riots. 

No douhrt by this time you are longing to hear the Concluſion of 
this tedious Affair, and (o know what Reparation Mr. Kjrkwood has 
got for the great Dammages he has many ways ſuſtain'd. Shall we 
tell you in a Word: To this Day, vis. the 10th April 1711, he has 
not receiv'd the Worth of a Farthing, neither for this Plea with the 
Town, nor for that with the Kirk; what he will get he knows not. 
However he ſtill lives in good Hopes. | 

Wonderful! How can that be? The Lords of Council and Seſſion 
paſt Sentence once and again in his Favours: And the Lords of their 


Majeſty's Privy-Councit found the Burgh guilty of high and 


notorious: Riots, fyn'd them for the ſame, and that tor Mr. Kjrkwood's 
Behoof; appointed the Lord Fountainhall to hear him depone upon 
the Dammages he ſuſtain'd, and => Earl of Lithgow to make Enqui- 
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ty about the Perſons that were guilty of theſe. horrid and cruel Riots. 
For what End, pray, was all this done? was it for nothing? why 
- ſo much ſtir? hy ſuctiſa Work before the two Prime Judicatures 
of the Nation? is all to no Purpoſe? The like was never ſeen nor 
Ie eFaore this merci: fo 5 hen ei 
We muſt confels tis not in our Power to give you a ſatisfying 
Anſwer. - Be pleas'd'to accept of ſuch as we car give. 
190. The Earl of Lithgow died (if we be not miſtaken ) before 
he made Report. ie e 
2do. Mr. Kjrkwood going at that ſame time to be School. maſter at 
E, fell, you know, into a vaſt Ocean of Troubles, was toſt as 
in a Blanket; hurried from Court to Court, from one Judicature ta 
another for ſeveral Years; was before the Kirk-Seffion, Presbitery, 
8 Synods, their Committees:ahd'$ub-committees, .2:General-Aſſem- 
blies, a vaſt Number of their Committees; 2 Commiſſions of the 
General-Aſſembly, and their Committees; the Baron. Court, the 
;  Sherif-Court, Com miſſary. Court, Lords of Council and Seſſion, 
and at laſt happily ended beſore the Lords of Privy - Council. 
A full Account of all this Buſineſs, you have in a Book by it ſelf, 
printed at Landon 1698, for Mr; Kjrkwood's own Vindication, from 
the many black Aſperſions caſt upon his Good-Name, ſtanding re- 
corded in all the Regiſters of the Kirk of Scotland, now, be hopes, 
wipt off by the ſaid Book. r 4 
Perhaps you deſire to- know, whether that Battel Mr. Kirkwood 
had with the Burgh, or that with the Kirk, was the moſt ſevere 
and bloody. Ingenuouſly, we cannot reſolve you; but, pray, tell 
us, * mean ſevere and bloody, as to his Body, Mind or 
Purſe. . | | : He. 
If the Firſt, we confeſs, *ris mighty hard poſitively to determine, 
at which of the two Battels he ſuffered the greater Vexation of Body; 
many times at both he was reduced to that paſs, that he could Hard- 


ly move; was not able to ſtand without help: Being one time in Sic 


Patric Home's Chamber; getting an Infor mation drawn againſt the 
Burgh, he was fo often intertupted by the incoming of Three 80 
Noble men, one aſter another, that he deſpaired to get his Informa- 

x tion 


publick a Station. 


Such, you know, is the Simpathy twixt Body and Mind, that when 


- 
— 
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tion in due time, he fainted in Preſence of not a ſe, being wearied 
by running fo frequently to the Writer's Chamber with parcels of 


the Information; for in theſe. Days they were not prin- 
ted. At another time, having come from Ke to Edinbargh, 


in the dead of Winter, to Wait on the General- Aſſembly, on 


a Weak uneaſy Horſe, went that ſame Night to the Counteſs or 
Roxbargh's Lodging, here, in Preſence of that noble Lady, he was 
forced to fit down, without being deſired, as Cuſtom is. Her Ladi. 


ſhip ſeeing him in diſorder, was not long wanting to cauſe get him a 
little of the beſt Liquor in the Lodging: Whether theſe and the 
like Diſaſters belong to the Body or Mind, or both, let the Reader 
rin e | | "6 165 

7 It you mean the Second, that with the Kirk does infinitely ſurpaſs 


this with the! Burgh, Mr. Jacque, in the very Front of the Battel, 


gave Mr. Kjrkwood,in a Surpriſe, ſuch a terrible Blow, that he thought 
he was ſtruck dowa to the very Center of the Earth. Had it come 
out of the Mouth of Mance-meg, it could not have been more dread- 


ſul: Pm informed, ſaid he to Mr. Kirkwood, That you being in the 


Houſe of Sir Joha Home of Blackader, aid ſtraggle ſo rudely with a 7 a 
x that you made her ſereech and cry ſo terribly, that Sir John ov 4 


hearing, came running up Stairs, and with great diſſiculty got her reſcued 


out of your Arms, ; - Nr 4a 

Was not this, think you, a dreadful blow to Mr. Kzrkwood, got 
dreaming of any ſuch thing, and that given by one of ſuch a Chara- 
Qer, ſitting in Judgment, with his Elders, eſpecially to a Man in ſo 
T1129 
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Mr. Kirkwood was al moſt ſtruck deadzhad, much ado to get Hame: 


the one ſuffers, the other does alſo, This continued eight Days (or 


ſo long it was, before. he could meet with Sic. Jobͤ), io t Rat he did 


ſeatcely eat or drinalb that Time.; ande be fell afleepy he awalkgd 


in a Eright. As ſoon indeed, as he met war Sir aha, he goto 


The very next Da) he appeared betoreahe Sy 
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Tou have this Paſſage, er Thouſands of very ſtrange 
things in that fore mentioned Book, which is more than three times, 

as large as this. See page 41, 42, 43, and elſewhere. | 
But fince we have here given you a particular Account of that 
bloody Wound Mr. Jacque gave to Mr. Kirtwaod, we ought allo to 
give a perfect Deſcription of that admirable Plaiſter Sir John apply d 
for its Cure, which is as follows, page 24. of the faid Book. 


; 1 1 Sir John Home of Blakeder, being informed of a ſcandalous Re- 
XI port of Mr. Je. Kirkwood School-maiter io Kelſo,his having be. 
Ss * haved himſelf immodeſtly in my Houſe ; and it being incumbent 
on me, not only as a Chriſtian, but as a Member of a civil Society, 
to endea vour the Preſervation of my Neighbour's Good-Name,. Do 
hereby teſtify and declare, That in my Life I never heard or ſaw 
« any thing that might give the leaſt Ground for any ſuch Calumny, 
and particularly as to what he is accus'd to have been guilty of in 
| + my Houſe, I do again renew my Declaration, that never any 
© ſuch thing paſs'd; but that the whole Story, from the beginning to 
the end, in all its Circumſtances, is a moſt ridiculous, impertinent 
and malicious Lie; which I ſhall declare on all Occaſions, and do 
© here give under my Hand and Subſcription, at Stitchel the 18 Day 


| © of March 1695. | 
He. Vi John Home, 


This, not only that worthy Gentleman gave under his Hand, but 
confirm'd it by Word of Mouth, in Face ot Synod, being himſelf a 
Member thereof. But too much of this here. Let's return again to 
dur Purpoſe, NN e 
Laſtly, If your Queſtion run thus, Which of the two Battles did 
more empty Mr. Kjrkwood's Purſe. This, we aſſure you, is not 
* - © eafily anſwered. What this with the Burgh coſt him, you may have 
I ny | ood Gueſs, from what's above-related, which doubtleſs 
| youll find to amount to no little Sum; yet Mr. Kir t mood thinks that 
5 5 the Kirk beyond it: There being one Grand Article which-Foop® | 
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take ſmall notice of, to be added ra, viz, The breaking of his 
School. He could inſtru from his Compt-Books, that he has l 
more than 20000 Merks upon that Score, beſides Intereſt. In 3 
Word, the one and the other Judicatures have fo leverely ſcratch ! 
and claw'd him, and razed him fo cloſely, that 'tis a Wonder the 
very Skin is left on his Back. But bleſfed, be GOD, who has carried 

him ſafe thro? ſo many Difficulties ; given him Health and Strength 

to overcome ſo many monſtrous-like Hardſhips,as he has met with: 
Sid, which is above all, preſerved him in his right Judgment, in ſpite 

of all his wicked and malicious Enemies. 


Mr. Kickwood humbly begs the Powers of this Kingdom of 
Great-Britain, Supreme and Subordinate, may be pleas'd” 

t take the Premiſſes into their ſerious Conſideration, and 
not ſuffer him and his diſtreſt Family to live under the 
heavy Toke of Oppreſſion, And they ſball always Pray. 
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